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 PROPOSED KEY ELEMENTS 
 
Q. What are “key elements”? 
A. The Department of Health and Social Services uses key elements as a starting 

point for consultation. Key elements are an initial proposal that covers the most 
important parts of the proposed Licensed Practical Nurses Regulation. The 
proposed key elements cover a lot of different topics, including ‘protected titles’ 
and ‘eligibility requirements’.  
The feedback we receive on the proposed key elements will be used to inform 
the development of the Licensed Practical Nurses Regulation. 

 
Q. How did you come up with the proposed key elements? 
A. The proposed key elements are based on the current Licensed Practical Nurses 

Act and the regulation of Licensed Practical Nurses in other Canadian 
jurisdictions, such as Alberta, Manitoba, and Yukon, while also taking into 
consideration the provisions established in the Health and Social Services 
Professions Act and the capacity of the Department of Health and Social 
Services to regulate professions in the NWT. 

 
 

CONSULTATION PROCESS 
 

Q. Can anyone provide feedback on the proposed key elements? 
A.  Yes. The Department of Health and Social Services encourages everyone to 

provide comments on the proposed key elements, including those currently 
practicing as Licensed Practical Nurses, other affected professionals, and the 
general public. 
The feedback we receive on the proposed key elements will help us create a 
Regulation that is both functional and beneficial for Licensed Practical Nurses 
and the public. 
The deadline for feedback is Monday January 16, 2017. 
  

Q. Can I share the proposed key elements with my co-worker (friend, family 
member, etc.)? 

A. Yes. The Department of Health and Social Services encourages you to share the 
document with anyone you think might be affected by the proposed key 
elements. The more feedback we receive on the proposed key elements, the 
more the Regulation will be functional and beneficial to Licensed Practical 
Nurses and the public. 
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Q. What happens to the proposed key elements after Monday January 16th 
(the deadline for feedback)? 

A. The proposed key elements, as well as the feedback provided by professionals 
and the public, will help form the drafting instructions for the future Licensed 
Practical Nurses Regulation. This is one of many steps in the development of 
regulations to license professionals. 

 
Q.  What if I have comments or questions after Monday January 16th (the 

deadline for feedback)? 
A. Please feel free to send the Department of Health and Social Services feedback 

on the proposed key elements at the provided contact information. As with the 
development of all professional regulations, we will ensure that feedback 
provided by the public is considered through all stages of development. 

 
Q. How can I provide feedback on the proposed key elements? 
A. Submit comments by mail, email or fax. 
 

Attn: Comments on Proposed Licensed Practical Nurses Regulation 
 

Policy, Legislation and Communications 
Department of Health and Social Services  
Government of the Northwest Territories 

PO Box 1320   
Yellowknife, NT  X1A 2L9 

 
Email: LPN_Regulation@gov.nt.ca 

Fax: (867) 873-0204 
 

 

THE FUTURE LICENSED PRACTICAL NURSES REGULATION 

 
Q. What is a Licensed Practical Nurses Regulation and why is it needed?  
A. Licensed Practical Nurses Regulation will allow the Department of Health and 

Social Services to update the legislation covering Licensed Practical Nurses in 
the NWT. 

 The primary purpose of regulating and licensing a profession is to protect the 
public. This is done by ensuring that anyone using a protected title, such as 
‘Licensed Practical Nurse’, has met and maintains accepted training standards 
and practice.   



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
Proposed Key Elements – Licensed Practical Nurses Regulation 

 

Department of Health and Social Services  Page 4 of 6 
 

 The Department of Health and Social Services currently regulates a number of 
different professions, including physicians, dentists, psychologists, pharmacists, 
and midwives. 

 
Q. Are Licensed Practical Nurses regulated anywhere else in Canada? 
A. Yes, Licensed Practical Nurses are currently regulated in all provinces and 

territories. In the provinces, this is through by a combination of provincial 
legislation and provincial colleges or associations. In the Yukon and Nunavut this 
is done through territorial legislation.  The NWT has also had legislation for 
regulating Licensed Practical Nurses (the Licensed Practical Nurses Act) for 
many years. 

 
Q. Are there national standards or national exams in Canada for Licensed 

Practical Nurses? 
A. At this time, there is no one single set of standards for Licensed Practical Nurses 

that apply across the country; however, there is a national exam.  
The Canadian Council for Practical Nurse Regulators is a national organization 
that has developed Standards of Practice to provide a national framework for 
Licensed Practical Nursing practice. To date, six jurisdictions in Canada have 
adopted these Standards of Practice since their release in 2013. The Department 
of Health and Social Services is proposing to adopt these Standards, with any 
adaptations necessary to comply with the NWT regulatory scheme.  
The Canadian Practical Nurse Registration Examination is a national exam 
administered by provincial/territorial regulators. The exam consists of 165 to 170 
objective multiple choice questions. Of these 165 to 170 questions, 55 to 75 
percent are presented as independent questions and 25 to 45 percent are 
presented within cases (i.e. three to five questions associated with a brief health-
care scenario.) Please see www.cpnre.ca for more information. 

 
Q. What is the “Health and Social Services Professions Act” and how will it 

affect the future Licensed Practical Nurses Profession Regulation? 
A. The Health and Social Services Professions Act is an ‘umbrella’ Act that will 

regulate a number of different health and social services professions. The Act 
sets the general requirements for each profession, such as registration and 
renewal procedures and the handling of complaints.  
All professions licensed under the Health and Social Services Professions Act 
will have their own dedicated professional regulation. These regulations, such as 
the Licensed Practical Nurses Regulation, will establish all the specific 
requirements for that profession. For example: protected titles, 
training/education, continuing competency, standards of practice, etc.  

 
  

http://www.cpnre.ca/
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LICENSED PRACTICAL NURSES 
 
Q. I am a Licensed Practical Nurse in the NWT. Once the future Regulation is 

developed, how will it affect me? 
A. Anyone working as a Licensed Practical Nurse in the NWT will continue to be 

issued a license under these Regulations.  You will be ‘grandfathered’ and will 
not have to complete new registration eligibility requirements: you will not have to 
have to take the CPNRE. 

 As a registered Licensed Practical Nurse, you will be required to abide by the 
Regulations (license renewal, continuing competency program, code of ethics, 
etc.).  

 
Q. I live in the NWT and hold a current licence from a province. Am I eligible 

for registration under these new Regulations? 
A. Assuming you meet the other eligibility requirements, the Department of Health 

and Social Services will recognize your current licence from another jurisdiction, 
and you will be registered and issued a license in the NWT. 

 

Q. I live in the NWT and do NOT hold a current license from another 
jurisdiction.  Am I eligible for registration under these new Regulations? 

A. If you do not hold a current license from another jurisdiction, we are proposing 
that you demonstrate that you are eligible to be licensed in another jurisdiction 
(such as providing us with a letter from a professional college), OR that you have 
completed a practical nursing education program recognized by a jurisdiction in 
Canada and completed CPNRE within two years of applying for registration. 

 
Q. I am in charge of employing Licensed Practical Nurses. How will these 

Regulations affect me? 
A. Under the current legislation, employers must only employ Licensed Practical 

Nurses who are registered and hold a valid NWT license. This will not change. 
 
 
 

TIMELINE 
 
Q. When will the future Regulation be drafted?  When will it come into force?  
A. Depending on feedback received through consultation, the Department of Health 

and Social Services expects to have the Regulation drafted in early 2017. 
However, the Regulation will not come into force until later in 2017, to allow for 
consequential amendments to other affected legislation. 
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If you would like this information in another official language, contact us at 1-855-846-9601. 
Si vous voulez ces renseignements dans une autre langue officielle, communiquez avec nous au 1-855-846-9601. 


