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18 
19 BISARO: Call  everyone  to  order. We will  get  this meeting started. 
20 Thank  you  for  listening.  Uh,  before  we  uh  we  start  our 
21 meeting, I would first of all like to welcome everyone who is 
22 here. And I would like to start our evening with a prayer.  I 
23 would ask uh, Minister Peter Chynoweth if he would come 
24 forward and we would all stand and join the minister in a 
25 prayer. 
26 
27 CHYNOWETH: Let us pray. Great spirit God may we be guided by your 
28 presence  among  us  this  evening.  In  all  the  ways  we 
29 experience you. Help us to listen well and to speak a word 
30 in  season  that  will  tell,  with  respect  for  others,  of  our 
31 concerns. We know your desire for us is to feel safe. Help 
32 us as we explore together what we can do to make that 
33 possible in our community. The experience of view from 
34 many faiths tells us that your wish for us is peace that 
35 comes  from  justice.  A  justice  that  is  based  on  equality 
36 among our fellow dwellers in this earth. May we remember 
37 that  as  we  listen  and  learn,  as  we  offer  in,  may  we 
38 remember that as we listen and learn as we offer insights 
39 and stories. We pray that this time together will be a benefit 
40 to our community. Amen. 
41 
42 BISARO: Thank you very much Peter. So um, I would like to introduce 
43 myself.  I  am  Wendy  Bisaro. I  am  an  l-an  MLA  in  the 
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1 Legislative Assembly. The MLA for Frame Lake. And it is my 
2 pleasure to be your moderator tonight. I would like to thank 
3 the Department of Justice um, first. Can you guys hear me 
4 when I turn my head like that? No. That's what I thought. So 
5 I have to speak like this all night. It’s not, not a good thing. 
6 (chuckles)  Um, I don't know, George is there anywhere we 
7 can put the microphone where I can move my head around? 
8 
9 GEORGE: Um, louder? 

10 
11 BISARO: Um, it's um, I would like to thank the Department of Justice 
12 for setting up this meeting, and I would also like to thank all 
13 the panelists behind me who we will hear from shortly. So 
14 you may be wondering why I have been asked to moderate 
15 this evening and it is a job that I am very happy to do. A 
16 while  ago  I  was  approached  by  a  constituent  and  a 
17 constituent who was looking for some action on this front. 
18 This issue that we are talking about tonight. So I approached 
19 the Minister of Justice and I asked Glen, if we, if I could have 
20 a meeting with him, the department officials with the city and 
21 with the RCMP. And I wanted to talk about options and talk 
22 about a way forward. So that meeting was held and it was 
23 very successful. And this meeting is a follow-up to that one. 
24 So before we get started there is a few things that we need 
25 to cover, and safety comes first so I need to point out a few 
26 things about this facility. The washrooms for those who need 
27 them, are we lost?  Have we lost, we've lost it? 
28 
29 GEORGE: You're still good. 
30 
31 BISARO: No,  it’s  good? Okay. I  don't  hear  myself  in  my  ears 
32 anymore.  Um, the washrooms are out this door here, turn 
33 left, then take the first left and they are down that hall on 
34 your right. Exits, we have emergency exits, we have one 
35 here, and there's the door in where you came in.  And if you 
36 happen to be up in the balcony, there is an emergency exit 
37 behind you and there is one where you came in. 
38 
39 Um, there is, there are some refreshments over on the table 
40 over there in front of the door where you came in as well. 
41 Feel free to get up and move about as you wish but please 
42 try  not  to  interrupt  anybody  who  is  in  the  process  of 
43 speaking. 
44 
45 Some people here may find that our discussion tonight is 
46 disturbing and that it may invoke remembrances of a time of 
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1 personal  trauma. The  Yellowknife  Health  and  Social 
2 Services Authority has counselors here tonight. And they are 
3 available to speak with anyone who needs them. Barbara 
4 Lacey and Laura McLeod will be outside these doors in the 
5 foyer; if you need to speak with them simply go outside and 
6 ask to speak with them and they will make time for you. They 
7 will be out there for the duration of the evening. 
8 
9 For the French speakers among us, translation is available. 

10 And uh, perhaps I could have a show of hands if that needs 
11 to be repeated in French which maybe is a little bit um, may 
12 sound a little silly. But if you do want to listen in French, 
13 translation is available and I would ask if you would indicate 
14 whether or not you need um, a headset and we will get those 
15 to you. So I am seeing nobody wants to take advantage of a 
16 headset. Okay. If there are people who wish to speak French 
17 when they comment, if you could just let us know a bit ahead 
18 of time so the panelists can get a headset on, so I can get a 
19 headset on. Sorry. So I can get a headset on so that we can 
20 and understand what's, what's happening. 
21 
22 Um,  the  format  for  tonight  is  very  simple.  The  panelists 
23 behind me will make a presentation. Each no less, longer 
24 than five minutes. Okay. And following that the floor will be 
25 open  to  questions  and  comments.  So  there  are  three 
26 microphones here. There is one here, there is another one 
27 there, and there is a microphone up in the balcony. Um, 
28 when you wish to speak simply go to the microphone and 
29 you will be recognized. And I hope I will recognize you in the 
30 chronological order in which you got there. And if I don't, I 
31 apologize in advance. Uh, we will close the meeting at 9 
32 o'clock. 
33 
34 So there is always rules. I have a few rules for tonight.  Uh, 
35 to make sure that things go smoothly. So first of all I ask if 
36 you are speaking, if you are making a comment or you are 
37 asking a question, that you go to one of the microphones 
38 and deliver your question or your message in one minute. 
39 That's quite a short period of time but we are trying to get as 
40 many people as possible to give them the opportunity to 
41 speak tonight.  So um, if you can be brief and if you can stay 
42 to the one minute, I am going to be timing you. I'll try not to 
43 cut you off but, we do, if we have a big lineup of people to 
44 speak I probably will cut you off. If there's nobody behind 
45 you, yea, okay you can take a little license.  Um and when 
46 you do, if you are posing a question, if it's a comment, that's 
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1 fine.  But if you are posing a question, if you could pose it to 
2 one  of  the  panelists  as  opposed  to  all  of  them. Um, 
3 sometimes it will be one or two and sometimes we will get an 
4 answer from more than just one panelist.  But if we can not 
5 have people saying this question is for everybody. Because 
6 again we would like to hear from as many people as possible 
7 tonight. 
8 
9 And lastly please stay on tonight's topic. Our time here is too 

10 short to deal with any issue except community safety tonight. 
11 That's why we are here. So I would ask that you stay on that 
12 topic. And that topic is, is a difficult one, it's an emotional 
13 one. And some concerns may offend people. So to avoid 
14 that I ask that you be respectful of your neighbours and your 
15 fellow Yellowknifers. Both in your comments and in your 
16 consideration of what you hear. What someone else has 
17 said. We don't all have to agree but we do have to respect 
18 someone's right to their opinion. We are here to listen. And I 
19 wrote  that  in  capital  letters  when  I  put  this  down. Not 
20 debate. Listening tonight, not debate. And that's not just for 
21 the panel, it's not for me, it's for all of us here. So we are 
22 trying to listen tonight and I ask you to keep an open mind. 
23 
24 So you will notice that there is politicians here.  And I, I think 
25 that  is  a  good  thing.  I  am  very  glad  that  they  are  here 
26 because it shows that they are concerned about our, our 
27 community and what's happening to it. But I hope that as 
28 politicians we can all step back and be listeners tonight. Not 
29 speakers. And let our constituents speak to us. May be hard 
30 for some people to do but, you know, turn the switch people 
31 and  let’s see what we can do. 
32 
33 So last, we are looking, all of us, to improve the situation in 
34 our community. So I ask when you speak, you present us 
35 with suggestions and/or solutions, not complaints. Not just 
36 complaints.  You  can  complain,  but with  a  suggestion 
37 afterwards. Thank you. Uh, when you make those 
38 suggestions, and present your ideas, do not expect 
39 immediate commitment from these people behind me. Or 
40 from anybody for that matter. Um, it's not something that 
41 people  are  going  to  be  able  to  commit  to  tonight.  Um, 
42 certainly there will be commitments made in the future but 
43 things take time and in government things can take, take a 
44 great deal of time. And most of the issues that are, we are 
45 looking at, or the issue we are looking at, and the solutions 
46 we are going to find are going to take time to put in place. 
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1 So, please, lower your expectations to have commitments 
2 from people that yeah they are going to fix it tomorrow. 
3 
4 Um,  anything  that  comes  from  tonight,  the  transcript  of 
5 tonight, the comments and the input that we get from tonight 
6 are going to be um, collated, they are going to be considered 
7 and  they  will  be  posted  on  the  Department  of  Justice 
8 website. I can't tell you exactly when, but there’ll be some 
9 kind of announcement at some point.  Um, and they will then 

10 be posted for people to take advantage and to go and read 
11 them. 
12 
13 One last thing, there is, I'm sure, we have 100 people here, 
14 we probably have 95 cell phones. But would you please put 
15 your cell phone on vibrate. So that we don't have those kinds 
16 of  interruptions.  Thank  you  for  that.  That  is  it  for  the 
17 preamble. I have nothing else to say. I would like to get 
18 started with the panelists. First up is GNWT Justice Minister 
19 Glen Abernethy.  Glen, over to you. 
20 
21 ABERNETHY: Thank you uh, thank you Wendy. And thank you all for 
22 coming  uh  tonight.  And  special  thanks  to  our  moderator 
23 Wendy Bisaro for agreeing to moderate this evening. I'd also 
24 like to recognize some of my MLA colleagues here in the 
25 room, there is one of them Daryl Dolynny MLA for Range 
26 Lake.  I know that Minister Ramsay and MLAs Bromley and 
27 Hawkins  wanted  to  be  here  this  evening,  but  they  are 
28 traveling on business right now and weren't able to make it 
29 back for this meeting.  Uh, Premier McLeod also had another 
30 commitment this evening but is very interested in hearing 
31 from me uh, about tonight's discussion tomorrow morning. 
32 
33 We are here tonight because people want to safe, feel safe 
34 in Yellowknife. And as we know, many don't. I have heard it 
35 from residents, constituents and in the media that people are 
36 scared in Yellowknife. This isn't the feeling that we want to 
37 have, we want people to have in our community. I live in 
38 Yellowknife and I want the same thing that you all want. I 
39 want to be and I want to feel safe in my home and on our 
40 streets. I want my wife, my parents, neighbours, residents to 
41 be f-to be and feel safe in Yellowknife.  Community safety is 
42 a  critical  priority  for  me  and  for  the  Government  of  the 
43 Northwest Territories. People shouldn't have to live in fear 
44 and to be clear, victims are never to blame for the crime that 
45 happened to them. 
46 
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1 Everybody  you  see  up  here  and  in  the  room  today,  the 
2 RCMP,  the  mayor,  Health  and  Social  Services,  myself, 
3 elected  officials  throughout  the  room,  both  territorial  and 
4 municipal, we all have a role to play in making Yellowknife a 
5 safe and healthy community. While each of our 
6 organizations has a legitimate role, community safety isn't 
7 owned by any one person, group or agency. It is a collective 
8 responsibility that we all share and must share together. At 
9 the  end  of  the  day  it  isn't  governments  that  make  a 

10 community, it's the people who live in it. We all need to find 
11 ways as organizations and individuals to work together and 
12 make our community a safer place. A safe community is one 
13 in which neighbours know each other and look out for each 
14 other. In Yellowknife many of the crimes that occur  are 
15 crimes of opportunity. Together we can prevent these crimes 
16 of  opportunity.  If  it  looks  to  you  like  somebody  in  your 
17 neighbour's, is in your neighbour's yard and shouldn't be 
18 there, it's probably a good chance that they shouldn't be 
19 there. So phone your neighbour. Find out if that person is 
20 supposed  to  be  in  the  yard,  or  if  you  don't  have  your 
21 neighbour's contact information, phone the police. Having 
22 said this, I also recognize that there also may be and there 
23 are  many  crimes  that  are  more  organized  and  more 
24 predatory. 
25 
26 Regardless of the nadure, nature or type of crime, tonight is 
27 about exploring the issue and starting to look at solutions 
28 together. There is no magic wand that can be waved to 
29 remove these challenges that we all face. We need to clearly 
30 understand the problem we face if we are going to be able 
31 to, to address it properly. We have brought some people with 
32 us tonight who can help us understand what is going on in 
33 our city and help us learn about what makes community 
34 stronger and safer. I am not here to say that we have all the 
35 solutions and here they are. Every community is different 
36 and every community needs to figure out solutions that will 
37 work best for them, and obviously Yellowknife is no different. 
38 That is one of the central themes of the Community Safety 
39 Strategy that the Department of Justice is piloting in this past 
40 spring in communities throughout the Northwest Territories. 
41 We need to take advantage of the wisdom and experience of 
42 com-of  the  individual  communities  if  we  are  going  to 
43 successfully address community safety. So tonight we are 
44 here to listen to you. Listen and learn from you. As a note, 
45 the Community Safety Strategy is just one way the GNWT is 
46 working  to  create  strong,  prosperous  territory  while  our 
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1 residents can thrive wherever they choose to live. 
2 
3 Several other ministers are also working on initiatives aimed 
4 at addressing the root causes of the problems that often hold 
5 our people back and which may lead to criminal activity. 
6 Giving our children the right start in life is critical to success 
7 later in life, and ministers Lafferty and Beaulieu have an 
8 Early Childhood Development Strategy that will work 
9 towards the elimination of barriers before our kids 

10 experience them. When people do run into trouble later in 
11 life,  initiatives  like  Minister  Beaulieu's  Mental  Health  and 
12 Addictions Strategy will work towards ensuring that people 
13 have the support they need to deal with their issues and get 
14 the chance to achieve some personal success. Economic 
15 well-being  is  critical,  determinant  of  individual  and  social 
16 health. The GNWT continues to work to create economic 
17 opportunities for all of our residents through initiatives like 
18 the Minister Ramsay's Economic Opportunities Strategy and 
19 the  Mineral  Development  Strategy.  As  a  government  we 
20 recognize that poverty is a complex problem, problem with 
21 many causes.  So Ministers, the Ministers, led by myself, are 
22 collaborating  with  members  and  other  stakeholders  and 
23 partners on an antipoverty strategy that will help ensure the 
24 GNWT is taking a strategic, effective approach to supporting 
25 our people. 
26 
27 Working on these types of issues will address some of the 
28 root causes of crime. In our communities including 
29 Yellowknife. The GNWT is working to achieve its goal as a 
30 stable, vibrant, safe communities to be successful we all 
31 must work together. Tonight is the start of a dialogue that our 
32 whole community needs to be a part of if we really want to 
33 make a difference. As I mentioned earlier, I know that many 
34 of you don't feel safe in Yellowknife. Lately Yellowknife isn't 
35 the kind of community that many want to be in. I know that 
36 together  we  will  and  can  make  a  difference.  Working 
37 together we, we can make Yellowknife a community where 
38 people feel safe and are safe. That's the goal and I would 
39 like to work, that I would like to work with all of you on. The 
40 fact that you are here tonight shows that you care about your 
41 community and want to be part of the solution. And I want to 
42 thank you for all taking all of you for taking the time to be 
43 here and look forward to hearing what you have to say. Both 
44 in comments and suggestions. So thank you very much for 
45 coming. 
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1 (Applause) 
2 
3 BISARO: Thanks uh Glen.  And next up is Les Harrison, CEO of the 
4 Yellowknife Health and Social Services Authority. Les, all, 
5 all yours. 
6 
7 HARRISON: Well I am not going to be as eloquent as Glen because uh, 

8 in typical Yellowknife tradition just before I printed my notes 
9 out, the power  went out. So…(laughter) it's typical. 

10 
11 Uh but no, YHSSA's mandate is uh, is fairly broad. It's, you 
12 know, we provide clinic services to the community, primary 
13 care clinics  and population health and public health, home 
14 care, child and family services, community mental health and 
15 um,  we  work  in  partnerships  with  you  know,  the  non- 
16 government organizations in the community. We fund many 
17 of them.  Uh, we work closely with Stanton.  Uh, we are very 
18 concerned as well about this issue of public safety and it’s at 
19 the forefront as we are working with our, you know, with the 
20 groups that we, we talk about this on a regular basis that we 
21 need to think about balance, the safety of clients, balancing 
22 the safety of the community. 
23 
24 Um, we are working with a population uh, obviously we work 
25 with everybody but, we do have a population where we've 
26 got the marginalized people that are suffering from 
27 depression, anxiety disorders, mental health issues. We've 
28 got people that are homeless, you know, it's obvious that 
29 there is a significant homeless population in this community. 
30 And um, a lot of them are coming from other communities. 
31 And they are coming here because this is a safer place for 
32 them. And um, you know so, we have these issues and one 
33 of the biggest things that has stuck out for me over the last 
34 few  years  is  that  of these people, there  is  such  a  large 
35 proportion  of  them  that  are  prone  to  being  victimized 
36 themselves, have been victimized, we really have to look 
37 after  them  you  know?  And  we  have  to  provide  support. 
38 Some  of  these  people  can  improve.  And  some  of  these 
39 people  just  really,  it's  just  more  about  management  and 
40 support to them and keeping them as healthy as possible. 
41 So we, we send public health to the day shelter on a regular 
42 basis to make sure that they can follow clients with diseases, 
43 you know, and like TB, those kinds of issues.  Uh, we send, 
44 we have a clinic at the Centre for Northern Families to make 
45 it easier for people to access those services. 
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We’re really trying to take, I feel, a strong harm reduction 
approach in the community. And I think harm reduction is 
you know, it is something that’s  hard to define, you 
know, very clearly for people. It is very broad, but in general 
the focus is to take people where they are and try to move 
them forward in a positive way but also try to help them, you 
know, manage their situations and can be safe, be healthy, 
you know, in the situations that they are in. And so I just want 
to say that you know, partnerships for us have been the 
key. Partnerships with all of the NGOs. There is many that 
are represented here tonight. They are doing great work. 
They really care about the community. I think that the people 
here care about the people that you see out there as well. 
I also think there is a lot of people here that have been hurt, 
you know, by uh, by situations and so have I. Like, I mean in 
our family we’ve, I am not going to lie we, we've been taken 
advantage of in some situations. We had a break and enter 
a couple years back. So it's not um, you know, but it's not 
going to stop me from saying, you know, I really think we 
need  to  reach  out  to  the  marginalized,  reach  out  to  the 
people that need help, that have mental health issues that 
have addictions issues.   Uh, we're- they are going to keep 
coming here.  You know, and this is a safe community in my 
view, but I do agree that there's, there's still you know, the 
question is how can we make it a safer community.  And um, 
so, I also want to thank the RCMP for the work that they 
have done in this community.   Um, we've had a great 
partnership with them.  Our Child and Family Services area 
has utilized them effectively in a lot of ways and they keep 
the peace. They do keep people safe. So, I just want to 
thank them. And that's all I have to say. 

35 BISARO: Thanks very much Les. Next is uh, Commanding Officer 
36 Wade  Blake  with  the  RCMP.  And  following  him  will  be 
37 inspector Frank Gallagher. Wade? 
38 
39 BLAKE: Okay, thank you very much Wendy.  And uh, it's great to see 
40 uh, the concern by the community of all the people that are 
41 out here today. I don't have the five-minute speech, Frank's 
42 got it. But I wanted to just let you know why I am up here is 
43 not just cause I just want to sit up here and look out at you. 
44 Um, as the Commanding Officer of the RCMP for all the 
45 Northwest Territories, of course, I'm interested in knowing 
46 what our, our service delivery is like. This is not the first town 
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14 

hall that I've been to across the territories. Myself and the 
minister have been to probably six and we get good ideas. 
I've been policing for over 33 years and I can tell you that 
there is probably lots of things that we've been doing that 
haven't been, that having been fixing the situation. So, we’re 
now appealing to the public on the on many levels to get 
ideas as to how we can deliver our service better and also 
how the public can help us deliver that service because we 
can't do it alone. We know that now we can't do it alone. So I 
would like to thank you for coming out and I look forward to 
the import that you will provide us tonight. Thank you. 

15 GALLAGHER: All  right.  I'm  down  to  about  two  minutes  now  I  guess. 
16 (Laughter)  Thanks. As  we  said,  I  am  Inspector  Frank 
17 Gallagher. I'm the Yellowknife RCMP detachment 
18 commander. Tonight I look forward to hearing from as many 
19 of you as possible. We are, we’re  looking forward to your 
20 opinions, and also, whether it's positive or negative, and any 
21 questions you have, we will answer them in the most direct 
22 way we can. If I can't answer your questions I will get the 
23 answer for you. At uh, I think to start tonight, what I'm going 
24 to  do  is  I'm  going  to  give  you  a  rundown  or  a  how 
25 Yellowknife RCMP is structured because I haven't been here 
26 that long. I came here in April and what I am getting is a lot 
27 of people saying, you know, what are the police doing uh, 
28 how come we don't see the police, that sort of thing. And I 
29 hear that we don't have enough police. So what I will do is I 
30 will just give you a rundown of what we actually do have 
31 here because it seems to be an unknown. 
32 
33 Uh, what we have is, is, our uniformed members, de-we call 
34 them  detachment  members. They're  the  me-they're  the 
35 police you see every day out in the trucks. They are the 
36 police  that  respond  to  your  calls. Um,  and  there's  four 
37 watches. We have a corporal and six constables on each 
38 watch. They, they police 24/7.  They ge-they work two day 
39 shifts, then they work two night shifts and then they are off 
40 for four days. But they are 12 hour shifts. 
41 
42 Now, what happens is if you have a call of any nature, they 
43 respond. If you have a call of a serious nature, they will 
44 respond. And by serious nature is, for example a sexual 
45 assault the uniformed members will attend they will initiate it, 
46 they will usually guard the scene and take the victim to the 
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1 hospital. That's on a normal, uh situation. 
2 
3 Now  what  will  happen  from  there  is  we  call  in  our  GIS 
4 members.  GIS  members  is  mostly,  uh  probably  known 
5 commonly as the detective unit.  The plain clothes members. 
6 And they, they have the time to put into the investigations so 
7 that we don't lose continuity of any serious investigations. 
8 And  on  Yellowknife  detachment  we  have  a  sergeant,  a 
9 corporal, four constables.  That way the uniformed members 

10 can turn it over to our GIS members, and they can go on 
11 taking calls because calls continue to come in. And they 
12 can't, they wouldn't have the time to investigate it. That's why 
13 we have special sections for doing that. So what you see on 
14 the street is just the six members usually but what you are 
15 not  seeing  is  the  plainclothes  members  that  are  actually 
16 doing the investigations. 
17 
18 In mid August I was able to juggle some resources around 
19 and I created a, what we call a Crime Reduction Team or if 
20 you heard the radio today they call them CRU. Uh, what 
21 these  two  members  do  is  they  work  with  the  six  GIS 
22 members. Their prime function is to be, they are in plain 
23 clothes most of the time. They are working the streets. They 
24 are doing street-level drugs. They are doing the street-level 
25 intelligence and looking for prolific criminals. This way here 
26 they can gather intelligence ahead of time and if there is 
27 something goes down they can usually figure out you know, 
28 an idea who it is and give us a good start on it. 
29 
30 Also we have to look after the courts, so we have two full- 
31 time members that spend their days in the court doing liaison 
32 work there. When we do have a serious scene we call in 
33 Forensics Identification Unit. We have three members here 
34 in Yellowknife that do forensics. We have two police dogs. 
35 We have one here in Yellowknife and we have one in Hay 
36 River. And we also have a 12 member federal section. Now 
37 federal section is a unit that’s actually, the funding comes 
38 from Ottawa. So they are our drug section, that's, that's our 
39 um, drug awareness section, our criminal analysts and our 
40 major fraud investigators. So all these people are uniform 
41 members, they are regular members and if we need them to 
42 assist  we  can  use  them  at  any  time.  We  also  have,  in 
43 addition  to  the  regular  duties,  we  have  an  Emergency 
44 Response Team here.  Uh and that is commonly known as a 
45 SWAT team. For any se-serious matters. Uh, but that's 
46 again, they are doing their regular jobs and they are doing 
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1 the response. 
2 
3 Our,  um,  along  with  this  we  have  a  four  member  crisis 
4 negotiation team so when we do get into hostage situations 
5 we are prepared for them. Uh, and that basically if you add 
6 up  what  we  have  in  headquarters,  we  have  89  regular 
7 members here that we can put in uniform at any time.  We 
8 have 40 civilian members, that's your dispatch people and so 
9 on, and we have 27 public servants for a total of 156 in our, 

10 in our headquarters building. I think uh, a lot of you heard it 
11 on the news today um, that’s a good example of how we 
12 work together, because of the situation last night, it certainly 
13 has taken some people off the street. We had CRU, as I 
14 said the Crime Reduction Team, the GIS team, the federal 
15 team, detachment members and our Emergency Response 
16 team all worked together last night uh, executed a high risk 
17 search warrant, went in and seized a large amount of guns, 
18 drugs, money, and the four people we uh, arrested there are, 
19 we believe them to be gang members. They are not from 
20 here. 
21 
22 So, um, when I arrived, I guess when I arrived in Yellowknife 
23 here in April I said earlier, we were, we were a little thin this 
24 summer due to circumstances and that happens. It happens 
25 anywhere in any detachment. We have summer vacations, 
26 you  have  delayed  transfers  that  is  when  somebody  is 
27 transferring north, they are trying to sell their house or for 
28 medical  reasons  they  get  delayed  unexpectedly  and  we 
29 have a vacancy waiting.  We uh, presently have three of our 
30 members are pregnant; uh, we have a member that uh on 
31 desk duty and we have a member that is suspended. So, we 
32 don't get to replace those members, so we have to juggle 
33 our uniform members. 
34 
35 However that being said, we are still able to do over 115 foot 
36 patrols downtown this summer. 21 ATV patrols and 
37 conducting, so I have seen check-stops throughout the city. 
38 This month of September, actually I just got the stats before I 
39 came over here, we did another 60 foot patrols downtown 
40 here in September. Uh, we also did two ‘Take  Back the 
41 Nights’ where we  had  the  headquarter personnel as I just 
42 spoke about, put on the uniform and it would be over and 
43 above the regular members on Friday night working until the 
44 early hours of the morning doing check-stops.  We work with 
45 MED, we work with the liquor inspector, we did bar checks 
46 and did foot patrols downtown back alleys until 4 or 5 o'clock 
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1 in the morning. 
2 
3 Uh, I guess to put it in perspective with, with the calls that we 
4 have here, with our uniform members,  we looked up since 
5 2011 we have had over 40,000 calls that they have had to 
6 deal with, however 3796 of those calls were for, what we 
7 call,  persons’   complaints.  So  persons  crimes  and  the 
8 remainder were property crimes, liquor, motor vehicle act 
9 and bylaws.  

10 
11 I think just keeping with calls for service from 2011 to 2012, 
12 we went down 12% and in prisoners, in 2011 we had over 
13 7165 prisoners and in 2012 we only had 5866. Which is 
14 down about 18%. Which, things are slowly getting down. 
15 
16 We,  we  looked  at  different  things  we  could  make  the 
17 community safer with, and one that keeps coming up to us is 
18 Citizens On Patrol. It was here years ago and it was quite 
19 successful. Unfortunately with any other programs that we 
20 were dealing with volunteers, sometimes if one or two leave 
21 then it sort of goes downhill. So, we are, we are certainly 
22 willing to revamp that if we can get the volunteers and, and 
23 get people dedicated to assisting. It's your community and 
24 we’ll certainly set everything up. 
25 
26 Um, I'm just going to, touch on, right now, of course one of 
27 the main reasons why we are here are the recent sexual 
28 assaults. Um, inv-I can't get into the investigations 
29 themselves, as you know we have two composite drawings 
30 out there in the community, and we are continuing to get tips 
31 them.  Hopefully we will be successful before too long. Again 
32 our GIS members are working steady on all those reports. 
33 
34 I just think of note, because it's come up quite a bit, but when 
35 I, I did a research on how many sexual assaults are reported 
36 on the trail. Because the trail seems to be, uh, talked about 
37 quite a bit. This year we had three. Last year we had one. 
38 The three years previous to that, we had zero.  So, I mean 
39 one is  too many  but it's uh… Our  way  forward  right now  
40 from our end of things, and again we are  looking  forward  to 
41 tonight and listening to what you have to say and 
42 recommendations, but we have stepped up our enforcement. 
43 We’ve   now  scheduling  foot  patrols  at  night  using  the 
44 headquarters personnel, so that would be members that are 
45 over and above your regular members on uh, you see in the 
46 vehicles. Because what'll happen is as much as we tried this 
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summer to get that many more foot patrols, they just 
continually taking calls so they can't stop and get out of the 
vehicles and take calls at the same time. It has got to be one 
or the other. This way here, we're  trying this to see how it 
will work out. We have uh our regular members scheduled to 
do it, and  we’ll continue to do force, enforcement downtown 
like we've, we've heard, we have people with severe social 
issues due to alcohol, we have mental health issues to deal 
with um, we can go out and we do quite often but we can 
arrest, arrest, arrest, arrest.  But that's not the answer with 
these people.  Um, we uh, there is a lot of things that we will 
certainly do, but again I think something else, if we do keep 
enforcement downtown, without doing anything else they are 
going to move somewhere else. You are going to find them 
up at the Wal-mart going through the residential areas up 
there   and,   and   where   the  other   liquor  store   is  so…  
But, again we look forward to hearing from you tonight 
and uh, we look forward to hearing what you have to say. 
Thank you. 

22 BISARO: Thank  you  Frank. And  last  but  not  least,  the  City  of 
23 Yellowknife our own Mayor Heyck. 
24 
25 HEYCK: Thank you Wendy and good evening ladies and gentlemen. 
26 Thank you all very, very much for coming out tonight. We 
27 don't often have community meetings of this nature or any 
28 other, but judging by the numbers we see here tonight this is 
29 obviously a very important issue for a lot of people. I want to 
30 take a moment to recognize some of our city councilors who 
31 have come out this evening and they are here in full force. 
32 We have Councilor Corey Vanthuyne, uh Councilor Adrian 
33 Bell, I see in the back, Councilor Linda Bussey, Councilor 
34 Rebecca Alty, Councilor Dan Wong, Councilor Phil Moon- 
35 sun, I saw, oh he is in the back of the room over there and 
36 Councilor Bob Brooks. Ah, Niels Konge would have been 
37 here and he passes along his regrets, but he is out of town 
38 for a family event. And I also wanted to recognize our Senior 
39 Administrative Officer Dennis Kaffalas who is seated in the 
40 back, our Director of Public Safety, Dennis Marchiori, and 
41 our Director of Communications and Economic Development 
42 Nalini Naidoo who is here as well. 
43 
44 So I wanted to begin by saying that the city council places a 
45 very high priority on, on community safety. When we got 
46 together a little less than a year ago after our new council 
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1 came together for the first time to set goals and objectives, 
2 creating a safer community was a, was a big priority for, for 
3 our council over our three-year term.  The question for all of 
4 us now is, how do we go about achieving that, that particular 
5 goal of council? 
6 
7 Uh, the city has a couple of, of committees of council that 
8 work on the types of issues that are, are relevant to this 
9 discussion tonight. Several years ago the RCMP 

10 approached  the  city  about  creating  a,  what's  called  the 
11 Yellowknife Area Policing Advisory Committee. And that's an 
12 opportunity for um, municipal elected officials, members of 
13 the public, business owners in various parts of the city and 
14 the RCMP to come together on a monthly basis to talk about 
15 some of the policing issues that we have in this community. 
16 So, while we're together here tonight to have this discussion, 
17 those meetings are open to the public on a monthly basis 
18 and  I  would  encourage  residents  to,  to  come  out  and 
19 express your opinions or concerns about various issues that 
20 are, that are facing uh facing the city. And the RCMP are 
21 keen to hear from residents as well as we've, we've heard 
22 from uh, the Chief Superintendent and Inspector Gallagher. 
23 
24 The other committee that deals with some of these issues is 
25 the Social Issues Committee. And this was formed, I think, 
26 about three or four years ago, and was, had a bit of a rocky 
27 start to it and, and wasn't moving forward as quickly I think 
28 as  a  lot  of  people  would  have  liked,  but  under  the,  the 
29 leadership of Councilor Linda Bussey, who is now the Chair 
30 of that committee, uh, they have really taken the bull by the 
31 horns, and are engaged in putting together a strategic plan 
32 to deal with some of these issues.  Um, there will be more 
33 information coming out about that strategic plan in the weeks 
34 and months ahead, but certainly looking at, at improving or 
35 enhancing enforcement and increasing police presence in 
36 the downtown core was one of those items. 
37 
38 One of the other items that I think is very relevant for the 
39 discussion tonight is the need to bring together all orders of 
40 government, non-governmental organizations and the 
41 community as a whole to start to deal with, with these issues 
42 in a holistic fashion. Um, Inspector Gallagher mentioned 
43 the, the Frame Lake Trail, and I just wanted to speak about 
44 that  very  briefly.  The  city  has,  the  city  has  a  regular 
45 maintenance program on the Frame Lake Trail to clear brush 
46 on  a,  on  an  annual  basis. Uh,  we  were  a  little  more 
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1 thorough, I would say, this year than we have been perhaps 
2 in  the  past  with  our  brush  clearing  which  didn't  make 
3 everybody in the community happy, I might mention, but the 
4 idea there is to improve sight lines and make sure that the 
5 trail is a, is a slightly more open space then it is when the 
6 willows tend to, to overgrow parts of the trail. And we are 
7 also  working  on  a  lighting  plan  with  Northland  Utilities 
8 because there are areas of the trail that can get quite dark at 
9 night and we recognize that can contribute to an unsafe 

10 environment. City Council has also requested of our 
11 administration that we consider having our municipal 
12 enforcement officers patrol the trail  to create  a presence 
13 there at certain times of the day, so that  is under 
14 consideration right now and, and that item should come back 
15 to council in the near future. 
16 
17 Inspector  Gallagher  also  mentioned  the,  the  Citizens  On 
18 Patrol and as we get together tonight and talk about the 
19 community  coming  together  to,  to  address  the  issue  of 
20 community  safety,  Citizens  On  Patrol  was  a  wonderful 
21 manifestation  of  the  community  coming  together  to,  to 
22 address some of these issues. As was alluded to, with any 
23 volunteer bodies, sometimes you lose one or two important 
24 individuals from the community and that, that organization 
25 can fall apart, but the city was a big supporter in the past and 
26 I believe we would be a big supporter going forward of, of 
27 that concept being revived. So, one of the things that I'm 
28 hoping perhaps can come out of the meeting this evening is 
29 a renewed interest in, in looking at that concept of having, 
30 having our residents on the streets and being the eyes and 
31 ears for the RCMP. 
32 
33 The city of Yellowknife does not have direct responsibility 
34 over enforcement of the criminal code or things like Health 
35 and Social Services, and that is a challenge for us because, 
36 as councilors, we are out and about in the community um, 
37 and,  myself  as  mayor,  talking  to  residents  hearing  their 
38 concerns  and  wanting  to  do  things  to  address  those 
39 concerns.  So  it's,  it's  incredibly  important  that  we  come 
40 together  as  a  municipal  government,  as  the  territorial 
41 government, with the RCMP, and non-governmental 
42 organizations  that  are  involved  to  start  to  look  at,  at 
43 solutions, multifaceted solutions to some of the issues that 
44 we are seeing in the community. 
45 
46 Now one thing that the city does have the, the option of 
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1 doing, and this is something that has been discussed at the 
2 Council level and we are engaging the Department of Justice 
3 on this  right now is  the possibility of  actually contracting 
4 directly with the RCMP for more officers on the street.  Um, 
5 we recognize the RCMP and the Department of Justice face 
6 their  own  budgetary  constraints  and  challenges,  so,  you 
7 know, if the community deems a higher police presence in a 
8 certain part of the city a priority, and council carries that 
9 priority forward, then that's certainly an option for the city to 

10 consider.  And,  and  as  I  said,  we  are  engaging  with  the 
11 Department of Justice right now on costs and operational 
12 requirements  and  things  of  that  nature,  and  we’ll  have 
13 information coming forward to the council in the near future 
14 so  they  can  start  to  consider  that.  So  that's,  that's  one 
15 possibility for us. 
16 
17 It's been mentioned here that this is a very complex issue. 
18 community safety.  Um, and certainly I think a discussion of 
19 root  causes and some  of  the circumstances  that lead  to 
20 violence in our community are, are quite critical. But at the 
21 same time, I think we all recognize that residents want some 
22 action  in  the  near  term  to,  to  show  that  we  are  making 
23 progress on some of these issues. For which there is a lot of 
24 concern in the community. 
25 
26 Um,  I  also  wanted  to  mention  it,  it's  Family  Violence 
27 Awareness Week and despite the, the public spotlight that is 
28 placed on certain areas of the city, be it the downtown or the 
29 Frame Lake Trail, it's important to recognize that, that the 
30 vast majority of violence in our community happens behind 
31 closed doors in neighbourhoods throughout the city. So if we 
32 are talking about community safety, we need to recognize 
33 that a big component of enhancing community safety in, in 
34 Yellowknife has to remain focused on some of those issues 
35 that  are  not  so  visible  to  all  of  us  and,  and  not  in  the 
36 headlines of the newspaper or, or um, you know, leading off 
37 the news on the radio or TV every, every night. (applause) 
38 
39 I'm gonna… and I’ll shut up soon so you all have a chance to 
40 talk, but uh, I just wanted to say, that you know making our 
41 community safer is going to require commitment and action 
42 on the part all orders of government, on the part of non- 
43 governmental organizations and on the part of the 
44 community  as  a  whole.  I  think  tonight  is  an  excellent, 
45 excellent opportunity to, to begin that discussion, to start that 
46 process and to begin to put measures in place that will make 
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people feel safer in this community and ultimately make this 
a safer community. Thank you. 

6 BISARO: Okay. So thank you very much to all our panelists.  I think 
7 some were a little over five but, you know, we will forgive 
8 them. (Laughter) so the floor is now totally open. If you wish 
9 to  speak,  if  you  could  go  to  a  microphone  and  I  will 

10 recognize you at the microphone. I would remind you again, 
11 to  try  and  keep  your  comment  or  question  to  a  minute 
12 please. 
13 
14 Mark. 
15 
16 BOGAN: Hi.  I'm Mark Bogan.  I'm a member of the Canadian Equal 
17 Parenting Council, and for about 40 years now we have 
18 advocated for public safety among men.  I guess during the 
19 last four decades we are noting how most federal, provincial 
20 and territorial politicians have voted in favour of advancing 
21 the rights of women and their children uh, leaving 50% of the 
22 people they serve frustrated, beaten and left out in the cold. 
23 I'm specifically pointing to areas such as the, uh, Family Law 
24 System  and the domestic  violence industry. Where since 
25 2001 the Bureau of statistics has shown that family violence 
26 is not a gender issue, and we have recently heard from 
27 Inuvik RCMP showing how 40% of the perpetrators were 
28 women. And the social worker followed that article saying 
29 that most men don't report violence anyways. 
30 
31 We've also heard from the RCMP saying that you know, if 
32 we were to put lie detectors up on this one that 80% of the 
33 allegations might be proven false or unfounded. Uh, we see 
34 in ‘For  the Sake of the Children’  study in 1998, that they 
35 dedicated an entire chapter of false allegations, and 
36 Canadian expert witnesses showed 50% of those allegations 
37 were unfounded. 
38 
39 Um, we are also seeing uh, you know uh, children who grew 
40 up without a biological father are prone to crimes such as 
41 joining gangs and how the young girls are prone to teenage 
42 pregnancies, and I mean there is an awry of social problems 
43 stemming from this five tier system. So I could go on and on 
44 about what happened to me since I’ve lived in the Northwest 
45 Territories. Uh, the uh, picture isn’t pretty. I've even been 
46 referred to uh, or compared to Mark Lepine here in town. 
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1 So uh, what we are finding is that uh, things have gone awry 
2 and you know, I don't feel very safe living here under these 
3 circumstances, and uh, feel that I'm walking on broken glass 
4 most of the time going around town advocating on behalf of, 
5 of our children. The future of our children looks bleak.  Uh, 
6 there hasn't been a lot of momentum or, you know, really 
7 nothing said. We have just heard from Mr. Bromley how 
8 80%  of  uh,  these  awards  uh,  favour  women,  during  last 
9 session, and so, we don't see that there has been a lot of 

10 progress over the last forty years with the voting pattern and 
11 so on, so my recommendation to you Glen is rather than 
12 dumping another $40-$60 million a year into this, you know, 
13 I've got evidence that is piled up here from Chief Justices so 
14 into a profoundly broken system, my recommendation is, you 
15 know, why not set aside half a million and form that joint 
16 committee and, you know, maybe give us men a chance to 
17 publicly appear and speak regarding uh, you know all the 
18 social problems that we face in front of this system. I've been 
19 in it for 22 years now, and in three jurisdictions, and it's been 
20 a complete failure from the get-go. 
21 
22 So, please give that consideration uh, to you all. It's not 
23 going  to  solve  all  the  social  problems  in  the  Northwest 
24 Territories or across Canada, but in the opinion of millions of 
25 people who have to go before these courts, annually, we 
26 honestly believe that it is seriously going to put a curve in 
27 many. Thank you. 
28 
29 BISARO: Thanks Mark.  (Applause)  I didn't uh, I didn't hear a question 
30 there, does any of the panelists, do any of the panelists wish 
31 to respond?  Okay.  Cheryl. 
32 
33 CHERYL: Hey, hello everybody.  Um, one thing, I was noticing is um, 
34 like, kind of in the community response with what's been 
35 going on about the sexual violence um, is sexual violence is 
36 not  public  drunkenness.  It's um,  I  don't  want  people  like 
37 walking down the street looking at the drunk people thinking 
38 they  are  the  perpetrators. Um,  those  people  have  uh 
39 addictions issues.  Unfortunately sometimes, like the person 
40 that approached me was intoxicated but um, that's like, I get 
41 approached  by  intoxicated  people  all  the  time  and  it  is 
42 usually in a friendly manner. They are just asking for money, 
43 and  it’s, I've never felt unsafe before. And so I really want it 
44 to be made clear that sexual violence is not an addictions 
45 issue. They are two separate issues. 
46 
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Um, also, I heard about, I don't want to scare people but um, 
since this happened to me, I've had a lot of people come up 
to me telling me about sexual assaults that have not been 
reported. There have been, many aboriginal women in this 
community who have been assaulted, they were not, their 
stories were not run in the newspaper.  Um, so, it's not, like, 
the concern isn't just about the headlines.   Um, it's 
happening to a lot of women who aren't reporting it. There is 
like, a Canada statistic that 1 in 10 are actually reported. So, 
that is something to keep in mind, so if we are hearing of all 
these in the newspaper, then what is really going on? 
 
And second of all, it is not just RCMP. We don't need more 
RCMP necessarily like, um, we do in a sense to catch the 
actual perpetrators, but we need a lot more funding for our 
social services.   Um, we have really good programs here 
who could use a lot more money to like, like make different 
programs, could maybe do some evaluation on those 
programs. They could make them better. Um, also, a 
treatment  facility  for,  'cause  this  is  again  separate  from 
sexual assault, but it would be awesome to have a treatment 
facility for the public drunkenness and uh, drug use issue. 
Um, because a lot of these people have to go to Hay River 
or further and they need healing in their community and they 
need to feel safe and welcome too. 
 
Like,  Mark  was  saying,  men  don't  feel  safe,  like,  when 
you're, unfortunately if you are drunk on the street, people 
look at you like you are a demon or something. You don't 
feel safe. So how are you supposed to get better when 
everyone is shunning you? 
 
So, um, I just wanted to say there is two issues here, I need 
that to be extraordinarily clear. Sexual violence is not alcohol 
or  drug  addictions.  And  we  do  need  more  help  for  both 
sexual predator people or people who have mis-wiring in 
their brain that think that approaching women in unsafe 
manners is okay, and we also need help for people who feel 
that they need to use alcohol or drugs to stuff down their 
pain and their trauma.   So there is healing, the whole 
community needs healing. The people who are using drugs. 
the people who are sexually assaulting people, the people 
who are being sexually assaulted and everybody else. So, 
um, I just want to make that clear. Thank you. 
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1 
2 BISARO: Thanks very much Cheryl.  Uh, does any of the panel wish to 
3 comment? Okay, yea. 
4 
5 BLAKE: I'll just make a quick comment that I agree that there is a lot 
6 of unreported crime, particularly sexual assault crimes. We 
7 know that. We know that statistic exists across this country, 
8 and  um,  and  it's  hoped  that  if  we  can  get  out  into  the 
9 community like we're doing now here tonight to try and build 

10 a better comfort level with the community that we will get 
11 more of those reports. And that's the only way that we are 
12 going to know, um, get enough information, put the pieces 
13 together in a puzzle to be able to try and, and apprehend the 
14 person or persons who are committing these offences.  So I 
15 agree with you, thank you. 
16 
17 BISARO: Thanks Wade. I did forget earlier to ask people to introduce 
18 themselves before they speak. If you could do that. Sandra. 
19 
20 LOCKHART: You just did it. (Laughter) Hi I'm Sandra Lockhart. I just 
21 want to thank everyone who has spoken ahead of me. 
22 
23 Um, because I had concerns from the paper, uh, from talking 
24 with people about how everything is getting put and getting 
25 linked to downtown problems. And it's, it's racial profiling 
26 that's going on, but we're just not saying it. We're making 
27 these slight references, in the general, we know the people 
28 that are drinking downtown are of aboriginal descent, and so 
29 there's this linkage that will go on to the crimes that happen 
30 all over the city; somehow, you know, comments will go, well 
31 why are you going to put a bench for those drunks to lay on 
32 downtown?  And  I  agree  with  you.  They  are  very,  very 
33 different  issues.  And  I  think  there  is  ignorance  around 
34 addiction.  Because  what  we  see  downtown,  and  I  have 
35 come  from  that,  I  have  survived  from  that.  I  am  graced 
36 through that. It wasn't because I had a moment of genius. I 
37 think God had plans for me, right? 
38 
39 But  what  that,  what  we  see  downtown  is  only  3%  of 
40 addiction. I wish I would have seen this turnout when we 
41 had, about community addiction in Yellowknife. What did we 
42 want in Yellowknife. And there was half the size, and it was 
43 mostly the aboriginal population there trying to figure out 
44 how do we resolve something that is bigger than what we 
45 can.  Ninety, the other 97% is people like yourselves. People 
46 like me and you sitting in offices making policy decisions and  
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1 in elected positions to change addiction. It's just that we can 
2 handle  it  better.  We've  got  a  better  handle  on  how  we 
3 disguise our trauma. So I'm wondering if the government is 
4 going  to  get  serious  about  trauma  treatment.  Something 
5 specific to each population. Because we have been 
6 traumatized in different ways, and we are continually being 
7 traumatized  so,  Glen,  is  justice  going  to  start  treating 
8 trauma? Are we all going to get shipped south, who doesn't 
9 understand the north? Right, that’s another thing. 

10 
11 The other thing is, um, I don't know how people are linking 
12 the downtown problem to what's happening throughout the 
13 Yellowknife. Because I can't help but get defensive and go, 
14 it's not us doing it okay? Because it's a medical problem 
15 people have. And they have a human right to medical care 
16 for it. And we don't have treatment centers. We don't have 
17 the cause, which is the trauma and everything else that goes 
18 with it. When we offer treatment we tend to go all or nothing. 
19 You're either going to get sober or you're going to get to go 
20 out and use. When I got recovery, I got it with stratified care. 
21 They treated me for where I was at and I grew into each, and 
22 I progressed in my recovery and I'm still doing it. And I am 
23 very blessed to have it. The other thing is if we are going to 
24 talk safety, we need to get really broad. Because, you know, 
25 when I came up to the north everybody says, oh you know 
26 there is no prostitution here. Yes there was. And yes there 
27 still is. 
28 
29 We say that we don't have organized crime. It was here 
30 already.  Remember  overtop  the  Gold  Range?  The  card 
31 games and all that? That was all organized crimes. That was 
32 prostitution. But you know what it is? It isn't happening in our 
33 back door.  It isn't happening with our kids.  So we ignore it 
34 until boom! We get hit with it and all of a sudden it becomes 
35 important. So there is a lot of racial profiling and that too. It 
36 just happens over there, right? 
37 
38 The other thing I would like to comment and really would like 
39 support  on,  is  that  we  do need  to  take  responsibility for 
40 change as individuals. And I'm, I'm sorry I'm taking up your 
41 time but I have got to go home and look after my kids, 
42 (laughter)  but I really, I'm a survivor of sexual abuse and I'll 
43 be very honest, from the time I was four till I was 30. I lived a 
44 really crude life. I'm not proud of it. It's, it's my history and 
45 that history shapes how I raise my grandchildren. So I do   . 
46 get afraid, I get afraid when she goes in the classroom, 
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within the privacy of a counselor. What’s the counselor doing 
with her in there?  I get afraid of the teachers who take her 
alone and are they really who they say they really are. I get 
afraid of the vehicles that drive by her schoolyard. So the 
things that I do is I get accused of being too hyper-vigilant 
with my grandchildren. But I am a helicopter mom. You can't 
come in my house on a regular basis until I know you really 
well, and my friend Lorraine knows that, she is a regular 
visitor to my home because my kids learn that if she is in my 
home  every  day,  she  can  get  in  the  car  with  her  after 
because grandma said she is safe. 
 
I've taken a lot of responsibility and I take a lot of 
misunderstood and misdirected anger at me. As a survivor, I 
know the environment I, I grew up in. That's all I know. I 
know hurt people hurt people. I know that and I agree with 
you, putting in them in jail is not the answer. Because they 
haven't been treated. Nobody grew up to be a pedophile. 
And you're right, some are some are genetically wired 
differently. But we are all accountable and I think if we don't 
make a shift into healing, we are dead under the water. And 
if we don't move out of this way we value independence, you 
know, that's my yard, that's my house, that's my money. If I 
give you something out of goodness of my heart for 
programs, then you better live up to what the program wants. 
I think if we don't shift into an inter-dependence model and 
valuing interdependence and inter-relatedness, no matter 
what we talk about tonight, it is not going to work. So we 
have to get serious about safety in a broader way. 
 
Mahsi cho. 

35 ABERNETHY: Thank you uh, thank you Sandra. And I agree with pretty 
36 much everything that you had to say. I mean when it comes 
37 to crime in Yellowknife, Yellowknife downtown core is not the 
38 only place where we have a problem. We have uh, property 
39 crimes happening in every neighbourhood of this community. 
40 There is no community that, no part of the community that is 
41 free  of,  of,  of  violence  in  some  capacity.  Whether  it  is 
42 domestic  violence  behind  closed  doors,  sexual  assault 
43 behind closed doors, or property crimes. Break and enters 
44 for, for the purpose of theft to fuel whatever drug and other 
45 addictions.  Um, so we need to work to find solutions across 
46 the community. Not just in the downtown core. But we can't 
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1 turn away from the downtown core anymore than we can 
2 turn away from, from the other parts of the community. We 
3 gotta work together to find solutions throughout the 
4 community. Um, which is why we’re  here. I mean, we are 
5 here because we want to hear, we really, we really want to 
6 hear ideas from the community. 
7 
8 With respect to mental health and addictions, it is a huge 
9 problem in the Northwest Territories. The vast majority of the 

10 individuals who are in our facilities are suffering from some 
11 sort of addiction. We offer programming in the facilities, we 
12 can't mandate or require inmates to take programming. We 
13 can't  force  people  to  take  programming.  And  they  won't 
14 begin to utilize programming until they are ready themselves. 
15 So within our facilities we work really hard with the, with the 
16 inmates to encourage them to partake in training for which 
17 ever issue happens to be affecting them. Whether they've 
18 got issues with violence, whether they've got mental health 
19 and addictions issues.  Um, I will get Les to talk a little bit 
20 more about some of the things that are currently happening 
21 with, with respect to mental health and addictions, but I will 
22 say that over the last year the Minister of Health and Social 
23 Services, Tom Beaulieu, has sent out a Minister's Forum on 
24 mental health and addictions and they’ve  come back with a 
25 lot of recommendations that will hopefully make an impact 
26 and improve the situation across the Northwest Territories. 
27 That report and those actions are currently being developed 
28 and going through a review by committee and others. We 
29 hope to have something out to the community to look at and 
30 consider  and  provide  additional feedback, uh,  late fall  or 
31 early winter. So there are things happening and, Sandra, I 
32 take your  point, and obviously I  am  always  interested in 
33 having a conversation with you about the things that, that 
34 you see and things we can do as I am interested in having a 
35 conversation with anybody.  So thank you so much for your 
36 comments. 
37 
38 BISARO: Thanks.  Les? 
39 
40 HARRISON: I'll just say a couple of things too. One, uh, you know, 
41 appreciated the comment that you were making, Sandra, 
42 about racial profiling and I would turn it around and just say 
43 that we really need to look at how do we become, and I'm 
44 talking about you know, all agencies - Health and Social 
45 Services  and  the  RCMP  and  you  know,  more  culturally 
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1 focusing on aboriginal people. I think it's, it's something we 
2 need to look at. There's a lot of cultures coming into our 
3 community  and,  and  we're,  for  the  most  part  this  is  a 
4 welcoming community and we really need to look at how do 
5 we be, how can we be sensitive in our practice to those 
6 different groups? 
7 
8 Um, the other thing is uh, with regards to treatment um, you 
9 know there is a lot of misconceptions about treatment and 

10 some people have mentioned a few of them but you know, 
11 people have to be ready to go to treatment. And there is a 
12 process that people go through. And so some of the NGOs 
13 that, that provide services or counselors, um, you, you can't 
14 just  expect  that  you  are  immediately  going  to  go  to 
15 treatment. So there is usually a process that people do, you 
16 know, in counseling to, and frankly treatment, going to a 
17 treatment center does not mean that you are going to come 
18 back and stop drinking. Often times, in fact some people 
19 need to go to treatment centers 5 to 10 times before they will 
20 stop drinking. It does help in the end. But um, I did want to 
21 mention that, you know, as people are aware, the treatment 
22 centre in Hay River did close recently and my perspective on 
23 that, being sort of at the front line is that um, there is a lot of 
24 resources that people need that are more specialized and 
25 you cannot just have one treatment center that will meet all 
26 those  needs.  So,  um,  there  is  currently  a  number  of 
27 treatment resources that we use for people, and it really 
28 depends  on  the  type  of  addiction  you  have,  the  type  of 
29 context, do you have mental health issues? You know, sort 
30 of co-de- co-uh, sort of occurring kinds of disorders those 
31 kinds of things. It's a little bit more complicated. And I do, I 
32 do  favour  the  minister's  approach  around  on  the  land 
33 programming.  I  really  think  that  that  will  be  a  potential 
34 direction   strategically  for,  for  aboriginal  people   in  the 
35 territory. And I really think, I want to see that happen. I think 
36 it's doable. 
37 
38 BISARO: Thank you. We are getting a bit of a lineup here, so I'm going 
39 to remind people to try to and be brief. And I would also 
40 direct that comment to the panelists. If you could be brief in 
41 your responses please. (laughter) I will go, these two 
42 people here first. Then I'll go to the other side and then the 
43 two people that are behind the first two here. So. Your 
44 name please. 
45 
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1 make is, we have the only corrections facility in all of the 
2 Northwest Territories and Nunavut here in Yellowknife.  And 
3 I  think  a  lot  of  our  problems  come  from  people  being 
4 released from  that corrections facility and then not going 
5 back to their home communities.  (applause) Is there a way 
6 that  we  can  provide  funding  to  get  people  back  to  their 
7 families.  Back  to  their  community  where  they  can  find 
8 support and find help for themselves? 
9 

10 BISARO: Thanks for the question. I'll go to Minister Abernethy. 
11 
12 ABERNETHY: Thank you.  Uh, we have a number of correctional facilities 
13 here in the Northwest Territories. We have two in 
14 Yellowknife. A youth facility and an adult male facility. The 
15 youth facility is holding both male and female youth at this 
16 point in time.  In Fort Smith we have a, two facilities. An adult 
17 female facility and another facility which is more focused on 
18 individuals who have some cognitive or other challenges that 
19 they are dealing with. We offer programming specific to the 
20 individuals that are going in there. They tend to have to be a 
21 little bit lower risk. Um, but there is some really fantastic 
22 programming going on in Fort Smith. And in Hay River we 
23 have another facility um, which is also a little bit lower risk 
24 than the individuals (inaudible) doing some wonderful 
25 programming.  We  just  put  in  some  programming  directly 
26 related to alcohol addictions and other issues and we are 
27 getting  some positive  results out of  that  and  some  good 
28 feedback. It's hard to find staff. We have challenges, there’s 

29 no question. With respect to your, your actual question, uh, 
30 we already do that. 
31 
32 MICHELLE: Oh, okay. 
33 
34 ABERNETHY: We absolutely do that. If an inmate is, if an individual is 
35 charged in Deline and is convicted and charged in Deline, 
36 we give them the money to go back to Deline if they choose 
37 to do so.  But we cannot force any citizen in this country to 
38 go to a community they don't want to go to. Every citizen has 
39 a constitutional right to live anywhere they want to. Now we 
40 see benefit in encouraging them to go back to where their 
41 families are and where there might be some programming 
42 that might benefit them. But if there isn't programming out in 
43 the community that they are from that will benefit them and 
44 help them change behaviour and, and the way they have 
45 gotten themselves into trouble, they never will. So, people 
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1 they want to live. To live where the programming exists. We 
2 are  always  looking  for  ways  to  add  more  programming 
3 outside of Yellowknife. And we will find ways over time, but it 
4 is  a  challenge.  And  resources,  financial  resources  are  a 
5 reality. So to your question, we already do it. 
6 
7 MICHELLE: Okay. 
8 
9 BISARO: Um, I just want to ask a question of, of you Glen. Um, very 

10 often um, an inmate will be released, they will choose not to 
11 go back to their community. Sometime later they may want 
12 to go back to their community, so they have presumably not 
13 used the money that was available to them to go to their 
14 community when they were released, can we not take that 
15 money and provide it to them when they are ready to go 
16 back? Glen. 
17 
18 ABERNETHY: Depends how long.  I mean if it's like five years after they've 
19 been released from jail, it may not make a whole lot of sense 
20 to pay for them to go back to whichever community they’re 

21 from, but if they come out and it is a very short period of time 
22 after and they have benefited some from some program in 
23 Yellowknife and they are ready, it’s  absolutely something 
24 that we are willing to consider. But, timeline does matter. 
25 
26 BISARO: Yes it does matter.  You have, that was a nice short answer. 
27 Thank you. (laughter) 
28 
29 ABERNETHY: I aim to please, Wendy. 
30 
31 BISARO: Lorraine. 
32 
33 HEWLETT: Thanks. Uh, my name is Lorraine Hewlett. I am the president 
34 of Local One with UNW. And before I say what I'm about to 
35 say and share with the audience, I am going to invoke the 
36 newly negotiated whistleblower policy in front of all of you, so 
37 Glen, as the Minister responsible for Human Resources, I'm 
38 going to trust you that I don't end up with a disciplinary letter 
39 on my desk Monday morning.  (laughter) Because I don't see 
40 how  we  can  really  address  this  issue  unless  we  are 
41 authentic and we are honest and we put it out there about 
42 what the problems are. 
43 
44 So, I work in the Housing Corporation. I've been on the 
45 Yellowknife’s,  Yellowknife Homelessness Coalition. I've 
46 served on several inter-departmental committees with the 



Yellowknife Public Safety Meeting 

October 3, 2013 

28  

 

 
1 GNWT. I loved it when Mark said we need to talk to the 
2 NGOs. But I speak as a member of the bureaucracy who 
3 sees these problems. Who tries in my role to do something 
4 about it. And we’re, we’re frustrated when we try. I'll give you 
5 a couple of examples. 
6 
7 I served on the interdepartmental homelessness committee. 
8 The social envelope departments all sent a representative. 
9 That was at the time when the Housing Corporation had fist- 

10 fulls of money. There was $100 million in that pot, Glen.  And 
11 there was unanimous agreement, from all committee 
12 members, that we would ask for 10% of that money, $10, 
13 000, 000, because we knew that we needed more than just 
14 the  Bailey  House  in  Yellowknife.  The  communities,  and 
15 Sandra and I had a conversation last night, you know, and 
16 she is mad with me because she's going Lorraine, you need 
17 to speak up more. Like I criticize the government so, Sandra 
18 I am doing this for you.(Laughter) Because Sandra believes 
19 in being authentic. So here we are, we have unanimous 
20 agreement of all the representatives on that committee.  We 
21 draft a briefing note, we send it over and the answer is no. 
22 So as much as we wanted to do something, we couldn't. We 
23 recognize the problem, we agreed, you know, on what one 
24 part  of  the  solution  would  be,  but  we  were  absolutely 
25 frustrated in our efforts as a committee of social envelope 
26 departments to do anything about it. 
27 
28 And  then  I  was  on  another  interdepartmental  committee 
29 where again, you  know,  I’ll fess up, it was the one dealing 
30 with the court diversion program and that is public 
31 knowledge. But there was such great fear on the part of so 
32 many people in that room to even talk to the NGOs. I said 
33 well let's have a meeting with them. Oh, no, no, no. We 
34 can't do that. They might ask for this and that. You know? 
35 And I thought, we are all human beings here. Like I wasn't 
36 afraid of the people who ran the NGOs, but as a bureaucrat 
37 I'm frustrated by the fear. Like, why is there so much fear? 
38 And the other thing is too, I mean you know the whole issue 
39 of public safety, I mean homelessness plays a big huge role 
40 in that. There is so little funding for homelessness. This is 
41 public knowledge. There is $200,000 for the Small 
42 Community Homelessness Fund and there is $125,000 for 
43 the Homelessness Assistance Fund. That's $325,000. You 
44 might be able to build a house with that. Maybe. And the 
45 thing  is  the  reason we  have  the  $200,000 for  the  Small 
46 Community  Homelessness  Fund  is  because  years  ago 
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1 Jackson Lafferty was in the Legislative Assembly and they 
2 were looking at Health’s budget and Jackson said we don't 
3 need another $200,000 for yet another study on 
4 homelessness. Use that money to help the people who are 
5 homeless. Great!  So then, like the, bureaucrats got it, right? 
6 You know, so the first idea was let's have something sexy 
7 and we’ll, like, refurbish an old public housing unit.  But then 
8 people went well, no, that's not fair because we should divvy 
9 the money up among the regions. So then it was $40,000 

10 per region. But there is not a lot you can do with it. You 
11 know when Sandra said to me last night on the phone, every 
12 community needs a Betty House.  It's true.  You know, and 
13 this last question that was asked, that was a good question. 
14 
15 And, I mean, you responded, but I am sitting here as a 
16 bureaucrat going I hear the conversations in the back room. 
17 You know, it's really frustrating because there are people in 
18 the bureaucracy, it's a tough job but, you know, who really 
19 do want to help. They really do want to come up with a 
20 solution. But there has to be more money. You know, like, 
21 there is money to build a bridge. But where's the money to 
22 build the Betty Houses  and the Bailey Houses and what 
23 about the youth?  (applause)  And I don't deserve to get light 
24 disciplined for what I just said. (applause and laughter) 
25 
26 ABERNETHY: And you won't.  Yea, we don't have whistleblower legislation, 
27 just  for  the  record,  we  have  a  safe  disclosure  policy. 
28 (laughter) but we will be coming forward with safe disclosure 
29 legislation in the near future.  (Laughter)  But you're still safe, 
30 you are all good.  You're all good.  And I like, you know, I like 
31 blunt.  I'm good with blunt.  I tend to be a little blunt to my 
32 own. Um, you're right. We need more money. Money is 
33 always going to be an issue. You know that, I know that. But 
34 the government is trying to make contribution where we can, 
35 recognizing  that  we  have  to  contribute  across  an  entire 
36 territory. Not just in one community. And we did contribute 
37 $2  million  to  the  Betty  House,  by  way  of  example.  The 
38 Housing Corp has.  The Housing Corp has and is continuing 
39 to do a significant round, to work around rental rates and 
40 other things for, for, for, through their housing programming, 
41 but you are right. More work has to be done and we need to 
42 listen to the bureaucrats. And we need to listen to the NGOs. 
43 I think, I think nobody is going to be surprised to hear that I 
44 actually am a supporter of NGOs and working with NGOs. I 
45 have, I have done that since I've been elected and I will 
46 continue to do so. Uh, as the Minister responsible for the 
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1 social envelope, we have been pushing and I have been 
2 pushing very, very hard to get the departments to interact 
3 more with themselves across departments, but also pushing 
4 out to the NGOs. And I think that the Anti-poverty strategy is 
5 a prime example of that. It's the first time ever that the NGOs 
6 have  actually  held  some  responsibility  with  respect  to 
7 drafting this plan. I think it's good news. So we need to do it. 
8 (Jeering from crowd) safety concerns. So I hear your point. 
9 And I agree with you. We need more money and we will find 

10 money where, where possible but it, it doesn't fall from the, it 
11 doesn't fall from the sky like rain. We have to work together 
12 and we have to think about where we are going to pull it 
13 from. (applause) 
14 
15 BISARO: Thanks Glen. I'll go to the, go to the far 
16 microphone(inaudible). 
17 
18 ENGE: Yes, uh, good evening. My name is Brad Enge. Um… 
19 
20 BISARO: Is that on?  Oh yes, 
21 
22 ENGE: Hello?  Okay.  Um, we are not getting the police service that 
23 we um, that we are paying for. I think uh, with devolution and 
24 resource  revenue,  I  think  the  city  of  Yellowknife  should 
25 seriously take a look at creating their own city police force. 
26 Um, the inspector had mentioned the lack of continuity in 
27 major um, major investigations, criminal investigations. We 
28 have a serious lack of continuity with respect to the police 
29 that come into Yellowknife and the Northwest Territories of 
30 the  whole. Um,  I  don't  know  uh,  if  policy  has  changed 
31 recently,  but  most  of  the  RCMP  members  that  come  in 
32 through  the  north,  come  into  the  north,  are  here  for  a 
33 minimum  of  three  years  and  then  after  that  they  get  to 
34 choose some other division in Canada that they can go to, 
35 so it's basically using the polar route to get to wherever it is 
36 that they want, because the RCMP have a national recruiting 
37 policy which is to accept applicants from all over Canada, 
38 and a lot of Atlantic um, and Ontario and Québec applicants 
39 end  up  joining  the  RCMP  and  then  serving  in  the West 
40 where a lot of operational police positions are, and then they 
41 come through the polar route and then end up back to their 
42 families  and  extended  families  in  whatever  province  they 
43 came from. So we have a lack of continuity with respect to 
44 the police that come here in the north. 
45 
46 Um,  also  uh,  the  comment  made  about  the  police  force 
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1 being a little thin  during the summer. That is a constant 
2 pervasive problem is my understanding. The watches, the 
3 four watches are constantly short of personnel.  Uh, I have 
4 reported many street crimes uh, as they are happening when 
5 I lived downtown in Yellowknife, and zero response because 
6 there are,  they just wouldn't  respond. There  are  just  too 
7 many  coming  in  fast  and  furious.  I  think  that,  uh,  the 
8 territorial government and the City should seriously take a 
9 look at CCTV, closed television networking to improve the 

10 public safety aspects of downtown Yellowknife.  (applause) 
11 
12 Um, there's, there's a diverse number of problems in the 
13 downtown core but also within the four corners of the city of 
14 Yellowknife. One of the biggest ones downtown is drug use, 
15 drug trafficking, issues resolving alcohol, public intoxication 
16 and disorderly conduct things like that. Well, Vancouver has 
17 safe injection sites for heroin and methadone users. So why 
18 doesn't  Yellowknife  have  an  area  or  a  building  or  some 
19 facility for people who are homeless are, who have a serious 
20 alcohol addiction and are looking for places to drink. Safely. 
21 Rather than in the back alleys on 50th St. or wherever they 
22 happen to be in the downtown core. I mean something has 
23 to be done with respect to regulating governing, the liquor 
24 laws have to be changed so that public possession and open 
25 conception of liquor should be allowed but in a regulated 
26 fashion.  Much  the  same  as  heroin  and  safe  heroin  and 
27 methadone injection sites have in Vancouver. This is less 
28 addictive you know, heroin is a very highly addictive narcotic. 
29 Um, and getting, oh sorry. All right I'll shut up.  (applause 
30 and laughter) 
31 
32 BISARO: Thank you for not making me cut you off. 
33 
34 ABERNETHY: So, Brad, Mark already mentioned it earlier that they are 
35 working with the Department of Justice right now to see if 
36 there  is  any  possibility  that  they  can  fund  some  RCMP 
37 dedicated to particular areas here in Yellowknife and, and 
38 that's something that we are obviously very interested in 
39 doing with them. 
40 
41 ENGE: The RCMP members (inaudible) 
42 
43 BISARO: Microphone. Brad, Brad, there's other people. 
44 
45 ENGE: Annual leave, six (inaudible) 
46 
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1 ABERNETHY: No, no, no.  We are talking about actually funding additional 
2 positions. 
3 
4 ENGE: Oh I know but, 
5 
6 BISARO: We're not debating guys. 
7 
8 ENGE: (inaudible) stop this rotating revolving door. 
9 

10 BISARO: I  would  suggest  that  you  guys  have  that  conversation 
11 afterwards. Please. 
12 
13 ABERNETHY: Happy to. Yeah. 
14 
15 BISARO: Please turn your microphone off. Yep, Mark.  And then I'll go 
16 here and then I will go upstairs. 
17 
18 HEYCK: Just very quickly and uh, um, I won't, I won't sort of delve 
19 into the issue of a  city police force per se, uh but I did 
20 appreciate Brad's comments for the fact that he is looking 
21 outside of the box for, for some solutions and that's, you 
22 know, I think that's the conversation we all need to leave this 
23 meeting with.  To think of, of possibilities of ways to address 
24 the issues that are affecting our community that we haven't 
25 thought  of  before.  He  raised  some  examples  from  other 
26 parts of the country and I think we need to open our minds to 
27 potential solutions that we haven't considered seriously to 
28 this point. 
29 
30 BLAKE: Sorry Wendy, I uh, 
31 
32 BISARO: Yep, Wade. 
33 
34 BLAKE: I just want to jump in. And just for a quick second. I will be 
35 quick. We do have ownership wherever we police. Um, if 
36 uh, the city wanted to go to their own police force we would 
37 embrace that as well. We have shortages across the country 
38 for our police officers. Doesn't matter whether it's the RCMP 
39 or not. What I'd like to tell you is that it’s five-year postings in 
40 the north. Yes, some people do use it as a polar route. Since 
41 I have been the commanding officer, it’s not just because of 
42 me, we have had 300 applicants for 25 positions, every year, 
43 consistently. We’re  able to go to those files and read and 
44 look for the people that we want to police the communities. 
45 With community policing background and a want to be up to 
46 in the north. The watches do go short, uh, that's a human 
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1 resource problem that exists in any business because of 
2 what  Frank  has  already  told  you.  No  call  should  go 
3 unanswered. It may not get answered as quickly as some 
4 people would like, but no call goes unanswered and if it does 
5 go unanswered you have two avenues in which to find a 
6 remedy. One is you can get it to my desk and I will find, I will 
7 find a reason why we didn't go and tell you about it or it's the 
8 Public  Complaints  Commission  against  the  RCMP.  Any 
9 citizen can make a complaint against us, it will be 

10 investigated. Depending on the seriousness we will bring in 
11 outside people to investigate us and we will get an answer 
12 back to you. That's the short answer, sorry. 
13 
14 BISARO: Thank you, sir. 
15 
16 TELSTARD: Hi, my name is Kieran Telstard. Um, there is something that 
17 has been said a lot by members of the panel and people in 
18 the audience today and that’s root, root causes. And that 
19 gives me a lot of hope. I think that when you look at violence, 
20 addiction, the problems that are facing our community or the 
21 problems people see and people are scared of, they are 
22 symptomatic. They are symptomatic of what is underlying. 
23 And  to  fix,  more  cops  on  the  street?  That's  a  Band-Aid 
24 solution. It's necessary in some areas, sure, but it's not going 
25 to fix what is beneath it all. And that’s  what’s got to change. 
26 So I am very pleased and I thank all of you here that that's 
27 what   you’re  paying  attention  to  because  that  is  the  real 
28 concern. Not only here but across the country.  (Applause) 
29 
30 BISARO: Thank you. I didn't hear a question there. 
31 We will go upstairs, sir 
32 
33 PETERS: Okay, thank you. My name is Ryan Peters.  I think what the 
34 previous speaker said, that is what I was going to touch on. 
35 But I want to make or mention something um, which might 
36 seem to be negative.  I think some of the issues that we are 
37 dealing with and that is happening, it is um, characteristic of, 
38 of towns growing or cities growing, crime increases. In every 
39 way. I think internationally it happens. And it’s  starting to 
40 happen in Yellowknife.  Um, I might be wrong but I think if 
41 you  look  at  how  cities  develop  and  a  towns  grows,  it 
42 happens. A lot of people tell you ten years ago in my town it 
43 didn't happen, it's happening today and it, it's more 
44 prevalent. I think the one benefit that Yellowknife has got is 
45 that initially it was a close community, from what I've read. 
46 And a lot of people are saying but we are not that close 
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1 anymore.  So the issue again is, is there is two parts. The 
2 issue  is  we  are  growing,  so  we  need  to  address  these 
3 problems which is going to get bigger inevitably. If you don't 
4 do anything, and I agree with the previous speaker, more 
5 police it's not going to help. More institutional programs, it 
6 will  address  certain  issues,  but  it's  not  really  going  to 
7 address the underlying issues again. 
8 
9 Um, we need to, to I think the, the, the society, community, 

10 civil  society  needs  to  own  Yellowknife.  Needs  to  own 
11 activities.  We need to own the community.  Um, and I think 
12 that is one of the reasons for what is happening. Socially, we 
13 are drifting apart. Economically we are drifting apart.  Um, If 
14 we look at town planning and human settlement, we are 
15 building houses. People are moving to other areas.  Um, the 
16 rich group, if I could use simplistic terms, are living in one 
17 areas, middle income classes are living in certain areas and 
18 your poor people are living in other areas. Inevitably that is a 
19 recipe for social problems. Okay, so you can’t address those 
20 issues  by  increasing  the  police  force  or  building  more 
21 houses or building a bigger lower-class residential areas. So 
22 we need to address human and town planning and also the 
23 economical issues. 
24 
25 Um, one of the issues I have read about in the newspaper, 
26 and  I think  (inaudible)  was  the  issue  of  certain  areas  in 
27 downtown, there is buildings that are not being used. Why? 
28 It's because again, big cities, big businesses move out of 
29 um, your old city centers. Those city centers become dead. 
30 It tends to create an area which is prone for crime. So we 
31 need to address that. So the issues are not just and again, 
32 what  the previous  speaker  said, crime is symptomatic of 
33 something else. We need to address those issues.  Um, I've 
34 got some other topics but I'm going to stop there. So we 
35 need to address the social issues. We need to own up the 
36 communities ourselves. We should own up to each other. 
37 Um, and then we should use this opportunity because  if we, 
38 we can have a hundred more or 50% more police force, but 
39 inevitably the root of big cities, if they don't address social 
40 issues become almost socialistic in nature or be more crime. 
41 It might be hidden, but it will happen. And I want to close 
42 with, with, with this statement. And again, I might be wrong 
43 and how I contextualize it, but if I was a career criminal, 
44 Yellowknife kind of would be ideal for me to come, really. I 
45 have moved here three months ago.  Um, I am not a career 
46 criminal for the record, (laughter)  but, but it's ideal because 
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1 the setup it, it's so very calm and relaxed but the people are 
2 not as close as they used to be. Okay so, so, for me, being a 
3 career criminal especially well, if I did drug, drug trafficking, 
4 trafficking I would come to Yellowknife because it is an ideal 
5 place. Because of the people. Not because of the 
6 institutions. Okay thank you. 
7 
8 BISARO: Thank you. 
9 

10 (Applause) 
11 
12 BISARO: Lydia. 
13 
14 BARDAK: Thanks.  Lydia  Bardak.  Lives  downtown.  Homeowner  and 
15 patrols the streets even though Citizens on Patrol is gone. 
16 Um, so, talking about more police or closed circuit cameras 
17 and things that are responses after the harm is done do not 
18 make us safer. And so we really need to step back from that, 
19 thank goodness the police are here to respond after the 
20 harm is done, but what are we doing to prevent that harm in 
21 the first place and to remove victimization from our 
22 community?  Um, and so that's where we really need to look 
23 at the population we are dealing with who, often if they are 
24 committing crime like the previous speaker said, it's 
25 opportunistic. And not really well thought out or planned out 
26 but probably based in some kind of desperation linked very 
27 often to homelessness, substance abuse and poverty. And 
28 so when I go through correctional facilities and look at the 
29 inmate population, down south they are worried about 20% 
30 of an inmate population being aboriginal, where here it is 
31 95%. So what do the aboriginal and non-aboriginal inmates 
32 have in common? Poverty, homelessness, lack of education, 
33 limited opportunities, no attachment to community or 
34 families, trauma definitely from their past.  So these are all 
35 those things that we can deal with and I am so pleased to 
36 see the Health Authority and the RCMP at the same table, 
37 because that doesn't happen very often and it's too big for 
38 any one agency or department to handle. So, it's, it's making 
39 that commitment into the future including the city to look at 
40 zoning and  planning and  the things that cities do, but I’d  
41 like to know  then, will there be going  forward  a  continued 
42 working relationship between the Health Authority and the 
43 RCMP, so that we can, and other agencies because it's a 
44 bigger problem than any one organization, so can we really 
45 look to identify those issues that need addressing so that it is 
46 not sending the RCMP out constantly to meet a victim who’s 
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been harmed and try to pick up the pieces from there. So 
what will happen moving forward?  Thanks. 

6 BISARO: Thanks Lydia. Wade. 
7 
8 BLAKE: Um, from my perspective, we are for it and we will work 
9 together with all of our partners. It is something that I, that I 

10 have seen for a long time that's needed. We, if we have to 
11 pick up somebody on the street that don't belong in jail, we 
12 don't want to put them in jail. We want to call our partner and 
13 say, can you help us? And I think that's kind of what we are 
14 looking at here now is having that help around the table and 
15 looking to our partners to assist us. Because jail is not the 
16 answer either. 
17 
18 BARDAK: Thanks. 
19 
20 ABERNETHY: And it's not just the RCMP and Health and Social Services. 
21 The  bureaucracy  of  the  Government  of  the  Northwest 
22 Territories has to break down their silos as well, and we all 
23 know that. And we have to find ways to break down our own 
24 silos. 
25 
26 (Applause) 
27 
28 BISARO: Thanks Glen. 
29 
30 HELEN: Hi.  My  name  is  Helen. I’m   a   long-term   Yellowknifer. 
31 Actually, uh, long-term Yellowknife, came up in ‘79 with my 
32 family and lived in the downtown area and walked to ballet 
33 and home again and choir practice and never really felt that 
34 the  community  was  unsafe.  And  uh,  and  then,  I  uh,  to 
35 respond  to  somebody  else  who  had  talked  about  the 
36 turnover of the RCMP, I did join the RCMP family kind of 
37 through my husband. And we uh, we did move away and 
38 uh, happy to say that we are back again. So, the RCMP 
39 does actually come, leave and return and return happily. We 
40 put our hand in the air to come home again. Um, mostly 
41 because we have a two-year-old son and I wanted him to 
42 see where I grew up. Anyway, coming in, having such good 
43 memories of Yellowknife and where we were from, I wanted 
44 to go back to the neighborhood where I grew up and we 
45 were strongly discouraged by the real estate folks and other 
46 residents to say that it was not a safe place to raise our son. 
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1 Sorry. I'm a little nervous, that’s  all. So we ended up getting 
2 talked into moving into another area of town, which is lovely 
3 and I, I like it. But, you know, we've only been here for a 
4 couple of months and --- 
5 
6 BISARO: Oh, we lost the mic. 
7 
8 (Helen continues speaking but inaudible without mic) 
9 

10 HELEN: I'm quite committed to doing what we can to uh, making 
11 Yellowknife a safe and happy community for our family.  Um, 
12 but my real question is actually, (inaudible) I understand that 
13 there is a limited number of resources and the key that I 
14 have noticed (inaudible) is that leveraging existing resources 
15 seems to really help in times when you don't have much. So 
16 what I am thinking, as an idea to suggest, is that perhaps a 
17 health and social services officer,  social worker could be 
18 paired with an RCMP officer um, as they go on call-outs. 
19 So, so for a rotation and so that way then as you are going 
20 to, to a call that maybe doesn't necessarily require a police 
21 effort but maybe some other kinds of support could be a way 
22 to leverage some existing resources and look at this not 
23 necessarily just as a police issue but as a community issue. 
24 Thank you. 
25 
26 (Applause) 
27 
28 BISARO: Great.  Thanks Helen. I don't, I don't think that necessarily 
29 needs response, it is a good idea. 
30 
31 ABERNETHY: Yeah. 
32 
33 HARRISON: We  think it’s a  good idea.  We think it is a good idea. The 
34 challenge is, currently, the resources that at least 
35 Yellowknife Health and Social Services has, um, so, you 
36 know, it's  not, it  would  be, it’s doable in the  sense of we  
37 can go out on an occasional basis and we have done it in  
38 the  past  with  the  RCMP. But to do that you know, every  
39 night, we would need more resources. 
40 
41 BISARO: Great. Thank you. We will go here and then we will go over 
42 to the other side. 
43 
44 LEONARD: Uh, my name is Deanna Leonard and um, I am here tonight 
45 because a month ago I was sexually molested on Frame 
46 Lake trail.  And uh, I didn't want any attention um, but I saw 
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1 Kelly's story in the paper and decided to report it. And I 
2 wasn't planning to report it. And I think there are probably a 
3 lot of women out there that don't report it. Because I wouldn't 
4 report   it.  And  I’m  not  afraid  usually  of  getting  up  and 
5 speaking out, so I just want to encourage people out there to 
6 make  sure  that  they  do  report  it.  The  police  have  been 
7 incredible in, in helping me um, with it. What I really wanted 
8 though was just to bring it to light to encourage others and 
9 um, to do something about it as a community. Because it's 

10 not really up to the RCMP to solve the problem. We talk 
11 about other resources and needing more resources, but we 
12 are a roomful of people right here. This is a whole lot of 
13 resources. And um, if we want to solve the problem with 
14 Frame Lake Trail, we all need to pitch in. And we need to 
15 use the trail. And we need to make it a public place, and we 
16 need to not be afraid. We need to get out there and walk 
17 (applause) and run the trail and do it safely. And we need to, 
18 you know, run with our partners, run with a friend but get out 
19 and use the trail and, and take it back. And make it ours. It's 
20 our trail. I strongly support the clearing of the brush. I think it 
21 not only it looks nicer, but it is a lake trail and so actually get 
22 to see the lake and I feel a little safer just knowing that I can 
23 see around the corner and it is safer for bikers too and kids 
24 who are on the trail, it's a very busy, it can be a very busy 
25 trail times. So I really support that and that goes for Range 
26 Street as well. I think we need to use that street.  I think we 
27 need to walk down it every day and use it and not be afraid. 
28 (Applause) 
29 
30 Now when it comes to the downtown social problems, I'm not 
31 a politician so maybe I don't have the perfect solution. But I 
32 am a mother and I know how to deal with children when they 
33 are acting up and when my son gets uh, has a little too much 
34 sugar, I know number one I need to remove the sugar. I 
35 need to remove the stimulus and the problem. And two, I 
36 need to get in there and come up with a mitigation strategy, 
37 something to deal with the issue. And um, so I think that 
38 there are solutions that maybe some of us aren’t willing to 
39 consider  but  if  people  have  problems  and  they  have 
40 addiction problems, maybe we need as a community to help 
41 them by being willing to you know, not get our alcohol until 6 
42 PM.  Maybe  we  need  to  make  some  adjustments  in  our 
43 community and maybe make some sacrifices as a 
44 community and be willing to go there. Because that would 
45 help these people. Not punish, but help them. (applause) 
46 And then of course, um, this is, you know, we do need a two- 
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pronged strategy. We can't just take away alcohol and we 
can't just throw people in jail. We need to treat people. We 
need to do it properly. It's unacceptable that we don't have a 
treatment centre, that the treatment centre is closed in Hay 
River and no one is doing anything. I think we need that. 
(Applause) So I think there are little things that we can do. 
And I just want to again, I'm really, really excited that we are 
having this meeting and we are not afraid. You know Helen 
Keller  said  just  because  we  can't  do  everything  doesn't 
mean we can't do something. And I think we can do 
something. Thank you. 

15 BISARO: Great. Well said. Thank you very much. Mark wants to 
16 make a, a brief comment. 
17 
18 HEYCK: Thank you.  Just very quickly, thank you so much for your 
19 courage Deanna and being here tonight and standing up. 
20 That's, that's absolutely incredible. You raised a good point 
21 and, Helen before you raised it in terms of the downtown 
22 core is that we don't want to vacate those public spaces 
23 where  we  feel  unsafe  because  they  only  become  more 
24 unsafe when we do that. So it's critical that the community 
25 takes back those spaces and doesn't avoid them at all costs 
26 so thank you very much again for, for standing up tonight 
27 and raising your points. 
28 
29 BISARO: Thanks. 
30 
31 (Applause) 
32 
33 BISARO: Far side. 
34 
35 HUNT-POITRAS: Um,  my  name  is  Jennifer  Hunt-Poitras. I  have  lived  in 
36 Yellowknife  since  1989.  And  I  brought  up  my  two,  two 
37 daughters in this community. And the reason that I decided 
38 to speak is mainly my concern, one of my big concerns are 
39 obviously everybody is here tonight because of these well- 
40 publicized sexual assaults that have occurred and they are 
41 very serious and we have to take that seriously. But I am 
42 also  concerned  about  the  assumptions  that  people  are 
43 making and I was really pleased to hear the lady over here 
44 speaking and saying that these are two separate issues. We 
45 are talking a lot about alcohol addictions, mental health, we 
46 are talking a lot about the downtown core and the trail, and 
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there's a lot of assumptions being made that these sexual 
assaults are being um, primarily, that they are the fault of 
those people that are in the downtown core or the homeless 
people or the people with the addictions. We all know that 
there are sexual predators out there that come from every 
walk of life and they come from, you know, I am not an 
expert but I think that the kind of crimes that some of the 
ones that we are hearing about where people go right into 
people's  homes  are  very  different  kinds  of  crimes  than 
people  who  are  loitering  in  the  downtown  area.    And  it 
makes people feel bad. If you look in this crowd and you see 
that there aren't very many aboriginal people here, it's 
because it feels like they are being targeted and blamed for 
what is going on. And that's not okay. (Applause) I have 
been walking the trail since January every day. I walk to 
work and  I  walk home  with  my friend. We use  common 
sense. We have not ever had anyone do anything to us. And 
I know some people have had bad experiences but what I 
am trying to say is we have to have a reality check and say, 
we have to know, we have to fight against hysteria and fear 
mongering and we have to also fight against racial profiling 
like Sandra said. It's really, really important that when we are 
talking about all this stuff which is really important, the 
addictions and the concerns with the downtown area and the 
people who are suffering with addictions and are homeless 
and the need for treatment and the need for healing, all of 
that is a great conversation that we are having here. It could 
have been had at the, at the meetings that were held about 
mental, mental illness and addictions but I just wanted to 
bring it up that we need to be careful and vigilant that when 
we   are   talking   about   this   that   we   are   not   making 
assumptions. That these things are necessarily, you know, 
that  we  are  blaming  a  certain  group  of  people.  It's  not 
helpful. So that's just what I wanted to say. Thank you. 

38 BISARO: Next (inaudible, no mic) 
39 
40 BELL: Thank  you.  Adrian  Bell,  city  councilor  and  I'm  also  a 
41 Council's  representative  on  the  Yellowknife  Area  Police 
42 Advisory Committee. First of all I would like to ask if any of 
43 you at the table were responsible for tonight's power outage? 
44 and  if  that  gave  anyone  a  strategic  advantage  in  this 
45 meeting? (laughter) Um, actually I, you know, yea, yea, 
46 thank you. The uh, this is a complex issue. I think that’s 
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been said numerous times tonight, and um, we’ll never stop 
saying it. I don't believe there is anybody at the table, the five 
of you, who don't understand the complexity of the problem. 
Um, and so I am not going to try to tell you things you don't 
already know. I, I do wish that there were a few more people 
at the table because it would be nice if all of the people who 
are at the top level, the people who have control of the 
leave, the levers of the various root causes and the 
symptoms were all at one table. And what I would like to ask 
of  the  people  at  the  table  is  if  we  are  going  to  have  a 
meeting like this again in a year? One of the difficult things 
with these situations is, it is hard to measure success. So, 
how would you, if you were to design a metric, a way for us 
to hold you to account, for your various areas of 
responsibility, and I would point the finger back at myself and 
the city councilors who are here tonight, how do we measure 
success and how do we talk about a year from now, the 
improvement we made or the lack of progress? I'll leave it at 
that. Thank you. 

23 BISARO: Um, so is this something that you guys want to (inaudible 
24 due to mic failure) 
25 
26 ABERNETHY: I can try.  Adrian, it starts here. I mean we, we've called this 
27 meeting. This is the first time a meeting of this type has been 
28 called to listen to the residents of Yellowknife and talk about 
29 these problems. So we start here. We’re  going to do what 
30 we said at the beginning which is provide an analysis of 
31 everything  that  we  heard  and  said  and  then  you’ve  got 
32 elected officials as well as bureaucrats. The room is full of 
33 individuals who are participants in NGOs and are here to 
34 help us move forward on this issue. So as far as coming 
35 back, I see no reason we can't come back in a year. But it 
36 starts here. This is the first meeting. 
37 
38 BISARO: Thanks Glen.  (inaudible due to mic failure) 
39 
40 MARTIN: Hi.  My name is Susan Martin. I've lived in Yellowknife for 26 
41 years. I'm  here  to honour  Yvonne  Desjarlais. It's  quite 
42 possible that I am here tonight because, because of her. 
43 Uh, the man that has been charged with her murder, David 
44 Richard Harrison, was given, I believe, unfettered access to 
45 the commercial space below my apartment, and I am trying 
46 to get details and control back of my life to understand how 
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people that I trusted allowed that to, to happen. It was 
reported on the news that Mr. Harrison is a repeat violent 
offender, and it’s possible and I don't know because these 
details are not available to me, but I'm going to make an 
assumption that he might have been on probation. And I am 
wondering and I am given to understand that when you are 
on probation, it's all different for all different offenders. And I 
am concerned that information about Mr. Harrison wasn't 
given to the people that owned the commercial space or 
occupy the commercial space below me. That would have 
prevented them from giving him unfettered access. And I am 
just, I hope I'm making sense. I think if the probation system 
is not working, that makes it, that makes it difficult for 
offenders to access the services they need, makes it hard to 
have  them  incorporated  back  into  the  community,  that 
makes us all safer. And that's the comment that I would like 
to make and I would also like to thank the RCMP for the 
information that they have provided to me and the help that 
they have given to me during this ordeal. And finally more 
victim services please. I access counseling because I am a 
GNWT employee but I understand from my counselor that it 
is very hard to access counseling if you, if you uh, if you are 
outside of that system. So I would like to also request that 
you look at more victim services. Thank you. 

28 WIND: Hello  panel  members.  My  name  is  David  Wind.  I  am  a 
29 long-term Yellowknifer. I moved here in 1981. I have been 
30 here without a break longer than two months so I. I sense 
31 that there are two aspects to this problem. And people have 
32 been raising the long-term solutions for the problem, and I 
33 acknowledge  that  those  solutions  are  required  and  I 
34 encourage members of the panel and their organizations to 
35 work  on  those  long-term  solutions.  But  we  also  have  a 
36 short-term problem. When women are sexually assaulted 
37 and harassed in our community and you read about it in the 
38 paper, but you don't see anything to say the perpetrator has 
39 been apprehended and has been charged and has been 
40 dealt with by the justice system, to me that is an immediate 
41 problem. When you have break-ins, as we have had at my 
42 house, and at my recreation property on the Ingraham Trail 
43 on two occasions and there is no resolution to those break- 
44 ins, that's an immediate problem.  When people are 
45 discouraged from going downtown and frequenting 
46 businesses in the downtown core and people don't want to 
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locate there and live there and yet we have schools in the 
downtown core, that's an immediate problem. So there is, 
there is an immediacy to it. And it seems to me, particularly 
with   the   level   of   staffing   that   we   have   in   our   law 
enforcement, it seems it’s not the numbers of police officers 
that we have on the force, it seems to me the way that they 
are tasked and employed needs to change. And they need 
to  be more  visible  and  we  need to  see  results.   When 
crimes, (applause) when crimes are committed the 
perpetrators must be apprehended and brought to justice. 
And that is what I want to see as a citizen. So, that's my 
comment and my suggestion. Thank you. Oh, one more 
suggestion, it occurred to me as I was listening, there was a 
suggestion earlier on about sending people back to their 
home  communities.  Perhaps  the  Department  of  Justice 
could consider whether or not returning to their home 
communities might be made a condition of early release. 
Thank you. 

22 ARYCHUK: Hi.  My name is Peter Arychuk.  I came here in about 1973. 
23 And I used to stay at Akaitcho Hall, so every day we'd, the 
24 best place for coffee was at the Gold Range. And we weren't 
25 allowed to uh, go to the other side of the restaurant until later 
26 on  which  I  met  some  of  the  RCMP  people  on  leaving. 
27 However, we were always aware of an RCMP being around. 
28 Just by the vehicle. My concern and comment, I don't really 
29 have  a  question,  but  my  comment  would  be  the  bylaw 
30 department, now we were always very cognizant of where 
31 Billy By-law was. There was one bylaw officer in 
32 Yellowknife.  (Applause and laughter)  We knew where she 
33 was all the time and we didn't have cell phones to phone 
34 each other and tell ‘em  where we were but we, we knew 
35 where she was. And she managed the town with a, with a 
36 strong arm. And of course I was always definitely afraid of 
37 the RCMP, because my wife's father was in charge of the 
38 detachment so I had to be on my best behavior at all times. 
39 My question is, I guess  I said I didn't have one but  my 
40 comment is, I see the bylaw running around in unmarked 
41 vehicles. Which public awareness is what by-law is about. If 
42 you are driving down the road at 85 km an hour and you see 
43 a police are coming at you, the first thing you do is take your 
44 foot off the gas to make sure that you are not speeding. We, 
45 we have a big to-do around here at 5 o'clock and noon and 
46 the bylaw boys get out there and they stop somebody on 
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Franklin Avenue and block a whole street of absolute mess 
for, for a speeding ticket. If you go to the website at the City 
of Yellowknife, you are going to find that parking violations 
and traffic violations are $800,000 worth of revenue to the, 
the by-law department. So I guess I'm, I'm gonna pull a 
question out of this comment, is the bylaw department of 
Yellowknife, and you don't have to answer me now, self- 
funded?  And  if  it  is,  then  you  have  to  look  at  the  laws 
because it is against the law to self-fund a police force. Nor 
should a police force and these two fellows sitting beside 
you can attest to that, you don't go around and set a number 
of tickets that you have to imply. Let's get the boys out of the 
ghost car, walking the street, let's, let's get them doing 
something.  If you want community policing, let's get maybe 
one of those guys that are riding in the ghost car to ride in an 
RCMP, RCMP car while those guys are so busy on a Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday night with some of the issues that they 
have. Smart cars,I agree with.  A) We could only get one in a 
vehicle so, (laughter), that is, that goes from 1, when Billy 
Bylaw was here, to the 12 that you have now. And let's, let’s 

help.  Don't be afraid of confrontation. They go to the same 
place  in Lethbridge  to  get  their  training. And don't  worry 
about all the kids that are, that are driving down the bypass 
road and getting speeding tickets, because there is no 
confrontation.  The  kids  are  scared  to  death  that  their 
mothers are gonna find out they got the car, they are gonna 
run and pay the ticket. I've been there. I've been to the Gold 
Range.  I've been to all these, all these things. I know. And 
when I get a speeding ticket with my father-in-law's truck, 
when I got to Hay River I went and paid it because I knew he 
was going to find out. So, that's, that's my question, or that's 
my, the one question I would really like to know, and I think 
the whole of Yellowknife should know, is the bylaw 
department self-funded? I was told, I was told, I was told at 
one time that the mayor and council really can't say a lot to 
the bylaw department because they are self-funded. If that is 
the case, that is against the law. Thank you. 

41 HEYCK: Well, I'll take a quick shot at that.  Um, first of all Billy Bylaw 
42 was a legend and continues to be. Regarding, you know, the 
43 revenue  generation  by  municipal  enforcement,  yes  they 
44 generate  revenue,  I  don't  have  the  figures  on  hand  but 
45 anybody can go to our website, look at that, if you got it there 
46 then that's great. Uh, and see how much revenue they 
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generate. I got, I want to make a couple points about this 
though that um, you know certainly we are keen to see 
municipal enforcement take a more active role in working 
with the RCMP. I believe Inspector Gallagher or, or the Chief 
Superintendent mentioned earlier the ‘Take Back the Night’ 

initiatives where MED was out with, with the RCMP. But 
there are some important constraints on what MED can do. 
Number one, as I mentioned in my opening remarks, they 
don't enforce the criminal code. We don't have a policing act 
in the Northwest Territories, so municipal enforcement is 
there to enforce municipal bylaws.   Can they have a 
presence? Yes, and we are in the process of discussing that. 
But in terms of, of changing the role in a fundamental way? 
Then  we  need,  you  know,  there's,  you  gotta  look  at 
legislative changes at the territorial level.  There's, there are 
major training differences. There is equipment, there is how 
much they are paid and all of those things. So um, you 
know, that's some of the complexity around that particular 
side of the issue. I also want to mention though that, I have 
to say for every complaint I get about municipal enforcement 
or a speeding ticket they get, I get 8 to 10 requests for more 
presence from MED in various neighbourhoods in the 
community. So that is, that is something to consider when, 
when we are talking about the role that municipal 
enforcement plays. 

29 BISARO: Thanks Mark. Sir. 
30 
31 T-BO: Oh,  good  evening  ladies  and  gentlemen. Citizens  of 
32 Yellowknife. I'm the guy that won the popularity contest last 
33 Friday  when  I  wrote  let's  move  the  liquor  store  out  of 
34 downtown. (laughter) Now,  about  eight  years  ago  I 
35 suggested  this  kooky  story  and  it  kind  of  went  unheard. 
36 Uh… 

37 
38 BISARO: Yea, get closer. 
39 
40 T-BO: A  couple  years  ago,  I  think  it  was  2011,  the  city  of 
41 Yellowknife was actually looking for suggestions on what to 
42 do  about,  how  to  handle  this.  I  again  made  the  same 
43 suggestion, and at the time all I got was well, that's not going 
44 to cure alcoholism. You know, it's not. It wasn't meant to. 
45 And it never will.  Um, but what it might do is that right now 
46 Yellowknife is sitting, I think it's on a score of 220, we’re back 
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1 in 217, on the Canadian crime severity index of Canada's 
2 capitals. Quebec  is  a  smooth  50  as  we  move  West 
3 Edmonton is 91, should have said Regina is the closest at 
4 120. Whitehorse is 129. We bat 217.  We should be really 
5 proud about that. 
6 
7 The reason I suggested that we move the liquor store from 
8 downtown and remove it from Frame Lake as a matter of 
9 fact is, it, it's for more than just controlling the downtown. It's 

10 to actually give people and the RCMP a chance to better 
11 police our town. For violent crimes and especially for alcohol 
12 related crimes which is I think about 98.98% of, of all crimes. 
13 Um, it will actually give a lot of people time to think when 
14 they get pissed off because the hockey game, somebody 
15 just lost or whatever. And they are out of beer and I am 
16 going to get to the goddamn store and you know. It will 
17 prevent maybe a little bit of fuel to the situation. It's not a big 
18 step. But it's a small step, I think, in the right direction. The 
19 other thing it will do is actually maybe give the RCMP a 
20 chance to notice the amount of mickeys that are actually 
21 pulling off the shelf here in Yellowknife. I just talked to Perryl 
22 Smith yesterday. There is 63,000 mickeys that are sold at 
23 the till a year. That's 12 cases a day. That's one store. That's 
24 a lot of mickeys that are going out there to underage people 
25 and such. And street, I call them street urchins. 
26 
27 Now,  the  unfortunate  part  about  writing that  letter  to  the 
28 editor was that it was really long and they made it really 
29 short. But I had a suggestion that followed this and it goes 
30 something like this. We have no funds for these treatment 
31 centers. Well, why can't we develop some kind of 
32 manufacturing/alcohol  rehabilitation  center  to  give  people 
33 that have been, been charged for alcohol related charges 
34 more than a certain amount to take part in this program. A 
35 place where they could go and work, give them self-esteem 
36 and self-worth, learn a bit of trade, get up in the morning, go 
37 to work and become a better member of the society. Like, if 
38 there is no money for them, for it in our budget, let's create it. 
39 There can be a road that will go to Inuvik one day.  Soon. 
40 They are talking about building a road up the Mackenzie. 
41 And  some  places  in  the  world  they  use  these  big  foam 
42 barriers that are eight, 10 feet foam barriers and then they 
43 bury the road, they build the road on top of these things. 
44 What are we gonna do, move all that shit from Edmonton? 
45 That's crazy. We can build 40, we can build these forms at 
46 this plant and there's all kinds of other things that people 
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1 could do and if it is associated or, pardon me, if it's teamed 
2 up like with a stakeholder like the Deton Cho Corporation, for 
3 example, we could pay them a decent wage and charge 
4 them as, as a choice now, room and board. They don't all 
5 have to go to prison. It's a choice they make. Do you want to 
6 get better? Do you want to get a trade? Do you want to 
7 make money? Do you want to get sober? Well this is a way 
8 of doing it.  Um, it's, not an answer to, to, to all the problems, 
9 but it would actually probably help out a lot of people that are 

10 out there that need this type of help. Alcoholism is, it’s a very 
11 personal thing. It's a very troubled problem, so if we can 
12 actually help out the community by doing this, well, it would 
13 be good. 
14 
15 BISARO: Thanks T-Bo. 
16 
17 T-BO: I want to thank you that stepped up to the plate tonight 
18 because I've heard some really good things. 
19 
20 BISARO: Yea. 
21 
22 T-BO: Thanks again. 
23 
24 BISARO: Thanks T-Bo. 
25 
26 (Applause) 
27 
28 BISARO: Um, it is 9 o'clock.  I was going to go to Jeannie because she 
29 was here quite a while ago.  Um, really quick, as long as it's 
30 really quick and it'll have to be, it'll have to be the one minute 
31 that nobody has met yet.  (Laughter) Jeannie. 
32 
33 ROCHER: You know what?  I am not going to meet it either.  Um, my 
34 name   is  Jeannie  Rocher. Born  and   raised here   in 
35 Yellowknife. And I am not a public speaker so please excuse 
36 me.  Um, Kelly Hinchey has asked me to be her voice in her 
37 absence.  So hopefully I can do this. In the words of Kelly, I 
38 am sorry. Deep breath. I can only feel for her. I can only 
39 begin  to  feel  for  her.  But  thank  you  for  giving  me  the 
40 opportunity to share my thoughts with you today. I am out of 
41 the country and I am on a planned trip. Otherwise, I would 
42 definitely be here this evening. In the early morning hours of 
43 September 15th my life was forever changed. Our home was 
44 broken into, we were robbed, and I was sexually assaulted. 
45 The individual who committed this act was in our home for 
46 some time.  I am speaking out to let people know that bad 
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1 things do happen and are happening to the citizens of our 
2 community. If this can happen to me, it can happen to other 
3 women. Who are assaulted, as well as the other women who 
4 were assaulted this summer. It can happen to anyone. It can 
5 happen  to  your  wife,  your  daughter, your  granddaughter, 
6 your  niece,  aunt,  sister,  friend  and   it’s  a  very  sobering 
7 thought. 
8 
9 This is our community. In spite of this horrific act, I am trying 

10 to  gain  back  a  sense  of  control  and  hopefully  spark 
11 momentum for the change of our city. These problems have 
12 existed for some time and appear to be getting worse. I have 
13 lived  in  Yellowknife  since  1969. I  was  married  here, I've 
14 raised my three sons here. My husband and I each have 
15 private  businesses  in  the  city  and  are  committed  to  our 
16 community. I, like many other longtime residents, have been 
17 complacent in voicing my concerns about the changing face 
18 of Yellowknife, specifically the changes in the profile of our 
19 downtown. The increase in public drunkenness and 
20 vagrancy and the rising assaults in our populace. Where is 
21 our tipping point of our community? As a resident and a 
22 taxpayer,  I  know  I've  reached  mine.  Quite  frankly  our 
23 downtown  is  an  embarrassment.  We  are  hosting  friends 
24 visiting from Ontario this summer, friends who were 
25 considering making the move from Toronto.  We were doing 
26 our utmost to sing the praises of the city and in an effort to 
27 encourage their move. Imagine my disgust as we walked 
28 down Franklin Avenue.  My friend pushing her baby stroller 
29 as we dawdled drunks and spittle on the streets. There has 
30 been talk recently about moving benches from Main Street 
31 and cutting back brush in the trail system. It seems to me 
32 that we should work towards making the environment less 
33 comfortable for these elements and trying to address the 
34 issue. However I struggled to understand the pushback of 
35 these suggestions from council. The safety of our citizens 
36 who want to feel safe and free and enjoy an aspect of the 
37 amazing place we call home which we are the highest, which 
38 we should all be the highest of priorities. Sometimes it just 
39 doesn't feel like that's the case. I do have the que-I do have 
40 the question to this, I'm sorry.  I do have the answers to this 
41 problem. I do not have the answers to this problem. But I 
42 would feel better if our police presence was increased. The 
43 RCMP has been a phenomenal to my family throughout our 
44 whole ordeal. But I believe they require assistance. Can we 
45 not direct municipal and territorial dollars towards training 
46 bylaw officers to assist the RCMP? Can we not ensure that 
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1 we have the appropriate bylaws in place to allow our police 
2 officers to be effective in this regard? I all, I have also heard 
3 that YK has become a dropping off point for residents from 
4 northern communities who have become problems in their 
5 own hometowns. It is my understanding these communities 
6 either do not have the resources nor the tolerance to deal 
7 with the drug, alcohol and criminal behavior. We are then left 
8 to deal with the issues. Our city does not have the resources 
9 to  deal  with  this  sufficiently,  and  I  believe  the  territorial 

10 government needs to provide assistance to us. We have a 
11 responsibility as residents to take back our city. Often when 
12 it comes to municipal issues it is the squeaky wheel that gets 
13 the grease. And as such, our priorities often turn to issues 
14 that affect a small, albeit vocal, population. Major issues, 
15 issues that affect our entire population are to be put on the 
16 back burner. As the city, as a population we have turned our 
17 backs  and  hope  that  the  safety  issues  both  public  and 
18 private,  we’ve  been plaguing Yellowknife would simply just 
19 go away.  Are we, or that we would be personally immune. 
20 Complacency and silence have allowed this issue to grow 
21 into a dark cloud that has lingered over us for far, far too 
22 long. We need to be silent no longer. We must speak out, 
23 become proactive and return our city to the incredible place 
24 we  all  know  it  can  be.  We  have  heart.  It  has  been 
25 demonstrated  time  and  time  by  the  generosity  of  our 
26 residents to assist those in need. Myself, and my family have 
27 been on the receiving end of this generosity and has been 
28 overwhelmed.  We  can't  expect  government  to  fix  these 
29 problems  on  their  own.  We  need  to,  we  need,  and  our 
30 government  should  direct  resources  to  help  us  deal  with 
31 these issues. We can change Yellowknife for the better. But 
32 we need to do it together. And we need to start it now. That’s 

33 from Kelly. 
34 
35 BISARO: Thank you very much. 
36 
37 (Applause) 
38 
39 BISARO: Emily, if you are quick, please. 
40 
41 EMILY: I'll be really quick. Hi my name is Emily Lawson and I am an 
42 unemployed drug and alcohol counselor. I left town in ‘99 
43 um, because my skills were desired in another province and 
44 we closed down the treatment centre.  Thank you (inaudible) 
45 for at least speaking about it. Um, I came home in 2005 to 
46 be a  grandmother.  And  (inaudible)  I’ve  had   a great time 
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1 being a granny, but boy it would be really nice to have my 
2 skills utilized here. I, I really encourage you to do family 
3 treatment and I really encourage you to look at treatment as 
4 an  issue  and  stop  coming  down  on  the  downtown  as  a 
5 problem. I recently moved to the downtown core. I wasn't 
6 thrilled  about  it,  but  the  police  have  been  absolutely 
7 amazing. I live on 53rd St. where all the handicap units now 
8 reside and they have just been amazing. They are there 
9 every weekend. And there is at least five or six domestic 

10 disputes every Friday, Saturday and Sunday night.  And they 
11 are they are really quickly. They are amazing.  Um, but we 
12 need to get to the root of the problem. Thank you. 
13 
14 BISARO: Thank you. 
15 
16 (Applause) 
17 
18 BISARO: If you are really quick Amanda, and then I'm going to call it 
19 done. 
20 
21 AMANDA: Sure. Just a little bit of courage. Hi. 
22 
23 BISARO: You can pull that up. 
24 
25 AMANDA: Um, I want to voice my, I guess, comments about community 
26 safety. And part of community safety for me is developing 
27 community. Everything from supporting events, all different 
28 types of events.  Be at arts or festivities or things that bring 
29 our community together. So if you haven't already done so 
30 everybody, I encourage you to look left and look right and 
31 shake the hand beside you. And meet your neighbour. To 
32 help you know, I think this is what makes community. So 
33 thank you. 
34 
35 (Applause) 
36 
37 BISARO: Good thing to end on. We are going to close the meeting. I 
38 will allow the panel to have one minute and I am seriously 
39 saying  one  minute.  Maybe  I'm  going  to  shut  off  your 
40 microphones after minute because it is getting late. It's warm 
41 in this room. So, we will start with Mark because he went 
42 last, last time. 
43 
44 HEYCK: Thank  you. I  wanna,  once  again,  thank  everyone  for 
45 coming. I'm, I'm inspired by the discussion that took place 
46 here tonight. There were a range of viewpoints from various 
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1 people in the audience. But some real thoughtful positions 
2 and suggestions put forward. So I really appreciate that. I 
3 think the minister said earlier that, you know, there is no 
4 reason  we  can't  come  back  together  again.  I  know  this 
5 discussion is certainly going to continue amongst the people 
6 who are sitting up here as well as others in government and 
7 non-governmental organizations. So, I'm  very encouraged 
8 moving forward and thanks again for coming out tonight. 
9 

10 GALLAGHER: As well, uh, thank everybody for coming out. And I just want 
11 to make a quick comment because it's sort of hit the news 
12 headlines here not that long ago, it was alluded to here 
13 earlier  was  the  statistics.  And  where  Yellowknife  sits  in 
14 Canada. It comes from Statistics Canada, it's not actually 
15 what it is, it's unfortunate that we get painted with that. What 
16 happens is when we make arrests downtown, whether it's for 
17 intoxication  in  a  public  place  or  somebody  causing  a 
18 disturbance inside a place or in the hallways passed out, we 
19 have to have the reasonable probable grounds to make a 
20 legal arrest. And in order to make a legal arrest we have to 
21 make  that  arrest  under  the  criminal  code  and  ninety, 
22 probably 95, 98% of that is that we give them a place to 
23 sleep for the night and release them in the morning, there's 
24 no charges. But because of the statistic it drives us way up, 
25 making it look like we have got a real bad problem that way. 
26 Thank you. 
27 
28 (Applause) 
29 
30 BLAKE: And that just goes back to a point I made, the jails aren't the 
31 place for people with addiction problems. I'm looking forward 
32 to working with our partners here somebody mentioned a 
33 couple of times leveraging resources. If we could take a 
34 dozen people that we deal with 50 or 60 times every year, 
35 and help them so that they don't consume our time or our 
36 partner's times, then we don't need more police. We don't 
37 need more money for policing. But we need to get to the root 
38 cause and I heard that loud and clear. And I'd like to thank 
39 you all so, thank you as well for coming out tonight and 
40 providing us with your feedback. 
41 
42 (Applause) 
43 
44 HARRISON: I  really  appreciate  the  comments  that  Kelly  made  in  her 
45 letter.  And they really underscore the seriousness of these 
46 issues  that  we  are  dealing  with  and  so  I  don't  want  to 
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discount them. I do want to say that again, and I think there 
has been a theme tonight that there are sort of two separate 
issues that we are dealing with.  One is homelessness and 
addictions. You know, all people who have homelessness 
issues or addictions issues are not perpetrators. You know, I 
think it is important to remember that, but at the same time I 
just want to you know, I just want to recognize that what 
Kelly is saying is really important. We need to think about 
how can we make this a safer community.  YHSSA really 
wants to work and we've been working with our NGOs to try 
and, and I just want to say thank you again to the NGOs for 
the work that they do in the community. Like, it is hard to 
describe all of that tonight. We can’t. But they make a really 

huge difference to people.  And that's it, thanks. 

18 ABERNETHY: I know it is late and you guys all want to go home so I’ll be 

19 fast. We've heard a lot of fantastic things from the audience 
20 tonight. And we've heard a lot of suggestions which I think is 
21 fantastic.  And over and over I continue to hear that it is a 
22 collective responsibility that we all share together and I think 
23 that is an important message and I think her name was 
24 Deanna said, you know, use the streets, use the trails. Get 
25 out and take part in your community. I think that is critical. 
26 And I think that we should all do that. And, and Amanda 
27 talked about being involved in community. I mean this is 
28 where you live, this is your home. We all need to be involved 
29 in community whether it is through arts, whether it is through 
30 sports, whether it's through involvement in NGOs and other 
31 groups.  We  make  this  community,  all  of  us  make  this 
32 community. And while organizations like the government and 
33 the city do have a legitimate role, community safety is and 
34 has to be owned by everybody. So thank you so much for 
35 coming out today. Thanks for sharing with us. I know for 
36 some  of  you  it  was  very  difficult  and  we  really,  really 
37 appreciate you coming up to the mic and sharing with us and 
38 also giving us your comments and your suggestions. This is 
39 important for us to hear as individuals who are responsible 
40 for some of the organizations. But I also think it is critical for 
41 the community to hear as well. Thank you. 
42 
43 
44 (Applause) 
45 
46 BISARO: Thanks Glen.  So I get to pull a bit of, of gender rank and as 
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a female I get the last word. We always do, right?  Um, I too 
want to say thank you very much to everybody who came, to 
everybody who spoke.   Um, I, I really liked the, the theme 
that sort of emerged. That we own this place. And we need 
to  take  it  back.  So,  find  another  person  who  isn’t  
here tonight, take them with you, get them to take back our 
city. Get them to get another person and it'll grow. But if we 
don't grow it, we are going to be where we are now. And I, I 
uh, that's my parting shot. Thanks again for coming and for 
contributing and let's get Yellowknife back. Thanks very 
much. 

14 END OF RECORDING 


